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SECRET 

Memoirs,  &c.     * 

SIR, 

I  AM  very  willing  to  gratifie  your  Curio fity,  in  imparting  to 
you  the  true  Sentiments  of  the  Foreign  Minifters,  and  other 
able  PoliticianSj  (  belonging  to  Neuter  Princes,  J  concerning 
the  prefent  State  of  the  War,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn 
by  frequent  Converfation  and  Conferences  I  had  with  them  upon 
that  Subjed  during  my  ftay  at  Paris.  I  fuppofe  you  will  ealily  agree 
with^mcin  this  Point;  that,  as  their  Prefcnce  and  Station  entitles 
them  to  a  more  exact  Obfervation  of  the  Tranfaftions  of  the  French 
Affairs,  both  at  Court  and  in.  the  iield,  fo  as  they  ftand  Neuters  ia 
this  War,  their  Judgments  will  pafs  for  much  more  unbyafs'd  among 
the  fcnfible  part  of  Mankind,  than  the  Sentiments  of  many  others ; 
who  being  blinded  with  Self-interefl,  and  over-fway'd  by  Paffion,  for 
the  Caufe  they  are  engaged  inj  may  confequently  be  lefs  clear-lighted 
in  Matters  of  this  Nature. 

The  Fields  of  Bleinheim  and  Hochflet^  near  the  Banks  of  the  Dannh    o  : 
in  Germany^  being  the  Theater  where  was  aded   that  dreadful  Tra-  Jng.  ■ 
gedy  which  introduced  the  greatefl:  Change  of  Affairs  ia  Europe,  and  ^^4. 
made  this  War  appear  with  a  quite  different  Face  from  what  it  did 
before  j  It  is  from  the  Defigns  of  that  Campaign  I  intend  to  date  and 
draw  the  Scheme  of  our  prefent  Confiderations  on  this  War.    it  is 
very  well  known ,  that  at  the  Conclufion  of  the  preceding  Cam- 
paign, the  Ele(^or  of  Bavaria  (  after  having  efpoufed  the  French  1-0-. 
Intereft  fome  time  before)  adted  with  fo  much  Vigour  and  Suecefs 
againft  the  Imperialifts,   that  he  penitrated  without  any  confider- 
able  Oppofition   into  u^H^lria ,    whilft  at  the  fame   time  the  Male- 
contents  of  Hungary  (  who  had  taken  up  Arms  againfl  the  Emperor  ) 
were  carrying  Rapine,   Fire  and   Sword,    to   the   very  Gates   of 
f^ienna,    Thefe  being  moft  powerful  Motives  to  pufh  on  their  good 
Fortune  upon  the  Enemy  in  the  next  Campaign,    the  Elector  of 
Bavaria  left  nothing  unattempted  to    make    the  French  Court  fen- 
fible  of  the  great  Probability  of  Succels  there  was  on  that  fide, 
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which  beiag  fomewh^t  check'd  then,  by  nothmg  elfe  but  the  had- 
nefs  of  the  far    advanc'd  Seafon,  he  remonflrated  to  them,  that  ia 
cafe  a  Uifficient  Number  of  French^  well   difcipiiii'd  Troops,    could 
be  fent  eaily  in  the   Spring,   to  aft  in  Conjundion  with  his  own, 
and  the  other  Auxiliary  French  Troops  fent  to  his  afTulance  before, 
they  might  in    all   humane  Probability  penetrate    fo    far  into   the 
Emperor's   Hereditary   Dominioas,  as  to  ad    in  Concert    at  lea  It, 
if  not  in   Conjundion   with  the  Hnnffarian  Maleconxcnts,   and  fiich 
others  of   the   Difcontented    Subjeds  of   the   Emperor,     as    they 
hoped  might  be  enticed  to  a  Revolt  in  Bohemia^  and  fome  other 
Parts  \    Theie  Remoaftrances  being  founded  upon   very  foiid  Rea- 
fons  of    State,    and  for  the  greatelt  part  upon  undeniable   Matter 
of  Fad,    the  French  Court  were  too  quick-fighted  not   to  give  ear 
to  them  *,   To  that  this  Matter  proved  the  Subjed  of  feveral  moft 
Serious  Debates  in  their  Councils,  but  without  coming    for.  fome 
time  to  any  final  Determination  ;    Not  but  thn    they  were   con- 
vinced of  the  Feafibility  of  what  had  been  propofed  by  the  Eledor 
of  Bavaria:    But  the  chief  Defigns  of  the  Court  being  then  bent 
againtl  the  Duke  of   Savoy^    they  remain'd  in  fufpence   for  a  con- 
liderable  time  what  fide  to  chufe,  betvvix  two  fuch  nice  and  diffi- 
cult Points,   fmce  they  found  themfelves  not  in.  a  Capacity  to  ad 
with  equal  Vigour  on  both  fides.     At  iall  the  Ballance  tarn'd  for 
the  War  in  /f^/y,  where  the  Imperialifbs  and  Savoyard  Troops  being 
much  weakned  for  want  of  timely  Recruits,   f  the  firft  being  em- 
.ploy'd   againfl    the  Hungarians  and   Bavarians)    the  French  flattcr'd 
themfelves  with  vain  Hopes,  to  reduce  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  a  fliort 
;^'time  to  fuch  Straits,  as  to  make  him  accept  the  Terms  offer 'd  him 
'by  their  King.    In  Expedation  of  the  happy  Succefs  of  this  Projed, 
the  French  Armies  in  Italy  were  order'd  to  be  increased  to  60000 
Men,  (' incli:ding  the  5/j^w//Ij  Forces )  whilfl:  a  Body  of  11  or  1300a 
Men,  (  moft  Rectuits)  was  thought  a  fufficient  additional  Strength  to 
the  former  French  Auxiliaries  in  Bavaria^  to  maintain  themfelves  in  the 
Pofleffion  of  what  they  had  gain'd  there  before,  to  harrafs  into  a  Com- 
pliance with  the  Eledor  of  Bavarias  Demands,  the  Circles  of  Franco" 
tjia  and  S»ahia  to  embrace  a  Neutrality,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  give 
all  poiTible  Encouragement  to  l\itHitngarlan  Aialecotttents. 

Thcfe  Rtfolutioirs  fall  out  quite  contrary  to  ^  the  Expedation 
of  the  mo.l:  judicious  difinterefted  Perfons  reciding  in  the  French 
Court,  fome  that  bore  an  Affedion  to  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria^  and 
were  not  unacquainted  Vvith  the  Afiairs  ot  the  Court  of  Savoy^  did 
not  (tick  to  fay,  that  the  French  were  going  about  to  grafp  at  the 
Shade,  inftead  of  the  Subftance,  till  they  were  fatisfied  by  fome 
of   the  moft   knowing  aud   moll   able  Minifters   refiding    at    the 
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Fremh  Court ,    that  they  found  them  under  an  abfolnte  Ke* 
ccHlty  of  raking  thcfe  Meafures,  lince,  tho'  they  were  fafely 
got   into- the  PofTeiTion  of  Li^ndau^    and    fome  other   confi- 
derable  Places  upon  the  ^/:;/';'e,  and  by  the  taking  of  Vlm^  Pajfau^ 
u4u^shurg:ind Ratisioriu-pon  thei5<?««^^,vvhich  fecured  their paflage 
into  the  Imperial  Hereditary  Countries  on  that  fide,   yet  thefe 
being  Places  of  more  Bulk  than  Strength,    and  confequently  re- 
quiring very  large  Garrifons   for  their  defence,   would  weaken 
their  Forces  in  thofe  Parts  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  difinable 
them  to  undertake  any  thing  of  Moment  at  a  confiderable  di- 
ftancc  thence ;    efj^ccially,  confidering  that  the  Malecontents 
of  Hungary^    being  as  yet   undifciplin'd  and  ill  modell'd,  no 
great  good  could  be  expected  from  them,    till  they  were  put 
in  a  better  Condition.     Unto  this  it  was  added,    that  fince 
any  great  and   fudden  Progrefs  of  the  French  in  the  Heart  of 
the  Empire  in  Conjundion  with  the  Hungari^-n  Malecontents, 
(in  cafe  the  fame  could  be  effected)  might  in  all  Probability  not 
only  roufe  the  Spirits  and  haften  the  Preparations  of  divers 
of  the  German  Princes ,    that  had  appear'd   pretty  backwards 
hitherto,  but  alfo  engage  fome  of  the  Neuter  Princes,  as  the 
Czar  of  A fofcovy^   King  AuguflHs-  oi  Poland^  ^ic.  to  fpare  fome 
of  their  Troops   to  the  Emperor,    and  perhaps  induce  the 
Englljh  and  X>w/c/>alfo  to  undertake  a  mod:  powerful  Diverfion 
upon  the  Aiofelle^   and  enter  Trance  it  felf  on  that  fide,    that 
Court  had  (not  without  reafon)  judged  it  much  more  both  for 
their  S.ifety  and  Intereft,    at  this  Conjuncture,  to  endeavour 
upon  very  good  Hopes  of  Suecefs,   the  Reduction  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy^  and  confequently  of  putting  an  End  to  the  War  in 
Italy ^  (which  always  proved  Difficult  and  vallly.  Expenfive  to 
France^  than  to  adventure  the  Suecefs  and  Reputation  of  their 
Arms   upon   fuch  uncertain  Events^    and  fubjed  to  fo   many 
Hazards  at  a  vafl  Diftance  from  home;    which  after  the  end 
of  the  TtMnm  Wav^  might  be  compafs'd  with  much  lefs  Dan- 
gler, by  turning  the  chiefefi:  Force  of  France  againft  the  Empire^ 
Thcfe  were    the  Meafures    concerted  in  the  French  Court, 
in  reference  to  the  Empire  and  /r^/y,  (befides  a  great  Army 
intended  for  the  JSIethcrln>ids^  to  make  Head  againft  the  F.ngli{li 
and  Dutch)  at  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the  Duke  of  Alarl- 
horovgh  to  the  H^ignc  ^    at  the  beginning  of  the   Year  1704. 
The'^tatcs  General  of  the  Vnited  Province  shying  fenlible,  that 
in  cafe  no  fpetdy  and  effectual  Relief  were  given  to  the  Empire, 
b'ut  the  fre/zt/j  fjftcred  to  turn  the  main  Strength  of  their  Arms 
^gcxmfi'Ge^mauy^  after  the  Redud  ion  of  the  Duke  of  5^fc_y;  and 
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being  fully  convinced  that  the  relieving  of  the  lafV,  depeud^fd 
in  a  great  Meafure  on  giving  fiich  a  powerful  Diverllon  to 
France^  in  Germany,  ES  might  either  oblige  them  to  recall  fonic- 
of  their  Troops,  or  at  leait  to  flackcn  their  vaft  Preparations; 
for  /if^/y,  did  requelt  the  Queen  o^  Great  Br  in  am  to  agree 
with  them  in  thofe  Meafures :  Thefe  being  (as  I  faid  beforej 
concerted  accordingly  with  the  Duke  of  Alarlborough  upon  hi^ 
arrival  at  the  H.iguc^  tended  chiefly  to  this,  that  the  greatelt 
part  of  the  EngUfn  Forces  in  the  Netherlands,  with  their  Auxi- 
liaries and  fome  Dutch,  fhould  early  in  the  Spring  march  to 
the  Danube,  in  Conjundion  with  a  great  Body  of  German!:,  to 
attempt  the  clearing  of  the  Danubs  of  the  French  and  Bava^ 
rians  ;  Tho\  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  induftriouUy  fprcad 
abroad,  that  their  Defign  was  chiefly  intended  upon  the  M^- 
[elk ',  which  Bait  being  unwearily  fvvallow'd  by  the  French 
Court,  proved  the  lirft  Step  towards  their  fatal  Overthrow  at 
Bieinheim. 

.Upon  this  Occafion  I  can't  forbear  to  obferve  to  you,  that 
(as  it  feems)  there  is  a  certain  Party  (and  that  none  of  the 
kaft  confiderable)  with  you    in  England,  who  difo-»vning  the 
prefent  Conftitution  of  the  Government,    as  fettled  upon  the 
Jpafisof  the  late  Revolution  in.  i588,  are  very  forward  in  im- 
parting whatever  palTes  of  Moment  in  England  to  the  French 
Court:,    TheCharacler  they  bear  here  among  the  molt  judi- 
cious and  unbyafs'd  Judges   of  Policy,  is,  that  tho'  the  King 
of  France  buys  their  Intelligence  at  a  much  cheaper  Rate,  than 
in  any  other  part  of  Europe,  (where   he  is  obliged  to  beftow 
vaJl:  Sums  upon  that  account)  yet  their  Advices  being  for  the 
moll  part  founded  upon  ill-digeffced  Notions,  and  paffionate 
Zeal  for  the  Caufe  they  cfpoufe,  rather  than  upon  Certainty, 
have  more  than  once  flood  very  dear  to  France  ;    Witnefs  the 
vaft  Charges  that  Crown  was  put  to,  at   feveral  times,  in  the 
late  War,    for  the  intended   Reftauration  of  the  late  King 
'^ames  II.    v/hich  being   built  upon  their  Chimerical  Notions 
and    Probabilities  only,    mifcarry'd  all  in  the  Event.      Thus 
it  happen'd  once  more   at  this  Conjundure,    and  the  French 
had  fufficient  reafon  to  repent  of  having  rely'd  upon  the  Mif- 
intelligcnce  received  from  that  Party ;  For,  the  Report  iadu- 
ftrioufly  fpread  in  Flolland,  of  their  intended   Expedition  upon 
the  Mofelle,  (to  amufe.  the  French^  being  confirm'd  by  them 
to  their   Friends  and  Correfpondents  in  France,    under  fuch 
certain  Circumflances,   (which  amounted  to  no  more  than  un- 
happy GuelTes)   as  appear'd   plaufible    to  that  Court,    they 
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ivere  (6  far  from  altering  their  Meafures,  la  relation  to  Italy  and 
Germany,  that  they  thought  it  fufficient  to  difpofe  OHly  a  con- 
flderable  number  of  Forces  near  the  Rhine  to  be  ready  upon  oc- 
cafion  to  march  either  to  the  Mofelle^  or  by  way  of  diverfion  into 
the  Netherlands^  as  opportunity  fhould  offer. 

Things  remain'd  thus  in  fufpenfe,  till  the  fudden  and  expe- 
dicious  March  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  out  of  the  Nether^ 
lands  at  the  Head  of  a  potent  Army  of  cholen  Troops  (inlA/ii)',) 
not  a  little  alarm'd    the  French  Court',    but  ftill  flattering 
themfelves  with  the  fame  hopesof  their  being  intended  only  for 
the  Mofelle^  they  contented  themfelves  with  Countermanding  a 
confiderable  Eody  of  their  Troops  fent  to  the  Netherlands^  in 
order  to  follow,  and  to  obfcrve  the  Motions  of  the  Confede- 
rate Army  :     This  Array  confifting  of  about  idcoo  Men,  and 
Commanded  by  the  Marlhal  de  p^illeroy^  march'd  with  all  expe- 
dition towards  the  Rhine  •,  but  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  having 
got  much  theftart  of  them  both  in  point  of  Time,  and  in  his 
March  (the  French  being  forc'd  to  take  a  greater  Circumference) 
pafs'd  the  River  Ncckar  at  Ladenburg,  and  after  an  Interview 
with  ?r[ncQ  Lewis  of  Baden  :it  Great  Heppach^  direded  his  March 
through  Swabia^  in  order  to  join  the  Imperial  Army  under  Prince  ]J''^^'   , 
Lerpis^  which  he  did  efre(f\ually  in  a  few  Days  after.     Great  was  ^ul-JlfJ, 
the   furprize  of  the  Marfhal  de  Filleroy  to  fee  himfelf  thus  out-  fur..'  2*2. 
witted  by  the  Duke  of  Malborrough^    but  much  greater  the  a- 
mazemcnt  of  the  French  Court,  to  fee  themfelves  thus  deceived 
in  this  Expedition,  a^id  difappointed  in  their  Meafures,  by  fo 
ftupendious  and  unforefeen  a  March,  as  from  the  Frontiers  of 
Holland  to  the  Danube.^  which  containing  fevcral  hundred  Miles, . 
was perform.ed   in  about  five  Weeks  time;  the  joint  Confede-^ 
rate  Forces  under  the  Duke  of  Alarlboro^gh^  and  Prince  Lewis  of 
Baden^  encamping  in  fight  of  the  r>-f«Wj  and  Bazarir.n  Camp  at 
Dilltngen  by  the  firft  day  of  July. 

Itisfcarce  to  be  imagined  what  a  perplexity  this  unexpeded 
News  caufed  at  the  French  Court,  which  put  them  to  the  great- 
eft  Nonplus ^x.\\zt  had  befallen  them  for  thefe  many  Years  laft  paft; 
they  being  fenfible  that  the  Confederate  Forces  then  ujxin  the 
Danube^  were  fo  much  faperiour  in  every  refpcdt  to  the  French 
and  Bavarians.^  that  without  a  fpcedy  and  (Irong  Reintorcemeut, 
they  mult  fuccumb  to  a  more  potent  Enemy  ;,  and  how  to  fend 
fuch  a  Reinforcement,  was  a  Matter  fubjedtoa  thoufand  Dif- 
ficulties, being  deftitute  of  Provifions,  Carriages  and  Money, 
and  other  Kec'efiaries  for  the  fubfiHance  of  a  great  Army,  in  lb 
long  a  March,  in  an  Easmies  Country,  in  which  they  muft 
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cxpeft  to  be  continually  attended,  and  harrasM  by  one  of  the 
moft  vigilant  Generals  in  Chriftendom,  I  mean  Prince  Evgene  (ii 
Savcy^  who  was  at  the  Head  of  a  Itrong  Army  on  the  Vp^er 
Kblne^  ready  to  obferve  all  their  Motions. 

2j.  VVhilfl  thefe  .things  were  in  agitation  at  Court,  News  was 
brought  of  the  Engagement  that  happened  at  the'  Sthlletiheri 
near  Donarrert.  On  this  Hill  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  had  caused 
ll:roRg  Entrenchments  to  'be  made,  as  well  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  Camp  at  DiUi-ngen^  as  to  facilitate  his  Conjunftion  with 
the  expeded  Fre?;c^  Succours ',  but  the  'Dwk.^o^'Marlhorovgh^'SsA. 
Prince  Xfnv>  of  ^^r^'m  being  not  ignorant  of  the  confequence  of 
tbisPoft,  had  found  means  to  force  it  with  Swoi^d  ia/Hand,  in 
lefs  than  an  Hours  time,  in  fpiteof  all  the  Oppofition  inadeby 
9000  Baiariafjs  and  French^  of  their  bell  Troops  polled  there 
under  the  Count  d'Arco.  This  brave  and  bold  Stroak  ferving 
likea  warning  to  t\\QFre?jch  Court,  v/hat  they  mnft  expeft  from 
fuch  courageous  Troops,  as  would  not  be  ftopt  in  their  Carreer, 
but  open  their- way  with  their  Swords  through  all  the  Barriers 
and  ObRacles,  they  were  more  than  ever  perplext  in  their  Coun- 
cils ;  for,  being  fenfible  that  in  cafe  they  fnould  be  able  to  ef- 
fect thedefir'd  Conjun^flion  with  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria^  Prince 
Eugene  would  follow  them  at  the  Heels,  and  confequently  the 
fuperiority  would  flill  remain,  as  much  as  before,  on  the  Con- 
federate fidej  they  feem'd  to  forefee  that  danger  which  befel 
them  afterwards  on  that  fide,  'a-nd  therefore  refolv'd  to  try  their 
Fortune  another  way.  To  effed  this,  it  was  given  out  as  a 
certainty,  that  the  Fre;?^/?,  by  way  of  diver fion,  (to  drive  the 
Imperialifbs  from  the  Danube)  were  making  valt  preparations  for 
the  Siege  of  FhUrjAslNtrg-^  h\jt  this  being  found  impracticable,  or  at 
leaft  very  difficult,  by  reafon  of  the  nearnefs  of  Prince  £z/^fw, 
-with  his  Army,  and  the  prefling  Neceffities  of  the  Eledor  of 
Bavaria^  calling  for  more  fpeedy  and  efFcftual  Relief,  that  de- 
•fign  was  laid  alide, 

-  For,  immediately  after  the  Battle  on  the  Schelknberg^  the  E- 
leftornot  thinking  himfelf  fecure  in  his  advantageous  and  mofl 
convenient  Camp  at  DiUlngen  and  Lawingeri^  (where he  had  main- 
tain'd  himfelf  very  fuccefsfully  all  the  laft  Campaign)  retreated 
under  Augsburg^  thereby  leaving  a  free  PafTage  to  the  Enemy  in- 

.jj5,  to  his  Country;  thefe  accordingly  having  pafs'd  the  Danube  near 
Donawart^  entred  Bavaria^  and  after  being  got  into  poflefiion 
of  all  the  mofl;  convenient  Foils,  laid  wafte  the  open  Coun- 
try with  Fire  and  Sword,  in  hopes  thereby  to  oblige  the 
Elector  to  embrace  the  Imperial  Party,  who  in  efFc<^,  fliew'd 
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fome  incUnation  towards  a  Compoiition  •,  but  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  the  French  Succours,  under  the  INIarlhal  de  TulLrrd^ 
retraced  all.  The  Frcfjch  Court  feeing  herfelf  reduc'd  to  one. 
of  thefe  Extreams,  either  to  loofe  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  and' 
all  his  Interell,  or  elfe  to  hazard  their  Troops  upon  great  odds 
in  the  heart  of  an  Enemy's  Country,  begun  now  to  be  fenfible 
of  the  want  of  thofe  Troops,  which  being  employ'd  in  Italy, 
were  at  too  preat  a  diftance  to  be  ferviceable  to  them  at  this 
Conjundure  in  this  Expedition,  efpecially  lince  none  could  be 
fparedfrom  the  Netherlands^  their  Army  there  being  already  fo 
much  weakned,  by  thatftrong  Detachment  under  the  Marfhal 
de  nileroy^  that,  not  being  able  to  make.  Head  againft  the 
Diitch^  they  had  been  forc'd  to  be  idle  Spedators  of  their  Bom- 
barding of  A^/^wz/r  and  Briiges  in  the  beginning  of  J^/y,  and  ex- 
acting vaft  Contributions  from  the  open  Countries. 

Under  this  uncertainty  of  Affairs,  it  was  at  laft  refolv'd  to 
march  to  the  relief  of  the  Eleder  of  Bavaria^  coll  it  what  it 
,wonld.  But  when  the  Marflial  de  Tallard  was  upon  the  Point  of 
pafllng  the  Khine^  8coo  Swlfs  refus'd  to  march  furtiier,  al- 
ledging  that  it  was  contrary  to  their  Capitulations  to  fi^ht  a- 
gainft  the  Empire,  which  tho'  it  prov'd  no  fmall  difappoint- 
ment  to  the  Marfhal,  who  much  rely'd  upon  thefe  Troops,  yet 
their  number  being  fupply'd  out  of  the  bcfbForces  of  the  Neigh-  ■■±uU  is. 
bouring  Garrifons,  he  pafs'd  the  Rhine  with  24C00  of  the  beft 
Troops  of  France  at  Stratsburg,  and  after  having  in  vain  attemp- 
ted the  reduc'tion  of  n/llngen  (the  better  to  fecurchis  retreat)  af- 
ter a  long  and  difficult  March  (being  always  nearly  obferv'd  and 
alarm'd  by  the  Imperial  Army  under  FrincQ  Et/gcne)  of  near  a 
Month,  at  lalt  joins  the  ElecT-or  of  Bavaria  at  Biberach,  without  ^"'^*  ^' 
any  farther  Oppofltion.  Borh  thefe  Armies  continu'd  in  their 
ftrong  Camp  under  uiug<bnrg  ibr  fonie  Days,  till  having  received  ^"-^'  ^^' 
certain  intelligence,  that  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  was  dctach'd 
with  about  i5or  17000  Men,  to  undertake  the  Siege  of  Jngol- 
fiad^  (the  flrongelt  Foretrefs  of  all  Bavaria)  it  was  refolved 
immediately  to  pafs  the  Danube^  in  order  to  attack  Prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy  (who  lay  _  flrongly  cncatiiped  near  Dona- 
vpert)  before  he  could  be  reinforc'a  or  fcco'ndcd  by  the  'En/IiJIj 
and  Dutch^  poftcd  on  the  oppofite  lide :  Accordingly  they 
pafs'd  that  River  at  Dilllngen'^  but  feeing  thcmfclves  difap- 
pomted  in  their  Defign  by  the  vieilancy  of  the  Duke  of 
Malhorough,  who  ordered  General  Chnrchil  at  the  fame  time  to 
pafs  the  Danube  at  Donavccrt^  to  fupport  Prince  Eu^^ene  it  was 
refolv'd  among  them  to  encamp  in  the  Fields  of  Hogjl^ld  with  a 
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Rivalct ,    and  feme   marfby  intervals  betwixt  thetn-- in  their" 
Front,  where  by  fortifying  their  Camp,  they  did  not  queftion 
to  maintain  themfelves  againll  all  the  Efforts  of  the  Confederate 
Army. 

I  am  credibly  inform.M  that  this  Relb'lution  was  {Irrnuoufly 
oppofcd  by  many  of  the  moft  experienc'd  Officers,  efpecially  a- 
mong  the  French^  who  kaowing  that  their  Army,  (but  efpecially 
rheir  Horfc,;  tho'  fomewhat  fuperioiir  in  number  to  the  Enemy, 
>Tt  be!ligma;ch  fatigued  by  fo  long  and  liifficult  a  March,  and 
want  oriulFicient  Eorrage  (whereas  thofe  of  the  Enemy  had  for 
a  confiderable  time  refrcfhed  themfelves  in  a  plentiful  Country) 
would  fcarce  prove  an  equal  .Match  to  them,  notwi:h{landing 
the  advantageous  lituation  of  their  Camp  ^  whereas  in  their 
Gamp  under  Angshnrg^  ftrengthned  by  the  nearnefs  of  that  City, 
and  the  Rivers  of  the  X)^??^/'^  and  the  Lech^  they  might  with  fe° 
cyrity  pafs'  the  Gnmpaign,  till  the  EngUjli  and  Lunh  being  o- 
bliged  to  return  Home,  they  might  ealily  regain  what  they  had 
ioft  before.  This  being  urged  more  and  more  the  next  fol- 
lowing Day,  v/-lien  they  faw  the  Dukeof  yT/^r/^or^jw^/^pa-fllng  the 
Vanvhe  with  his  whole  Army  at  Schonefelt^  v,?as  neverthelefs 
itrenuoully  oppoftd  by  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria^  and  his  Friends 
and  Ofilcers  of  the  Army,  who  being  enraged  to  fee  their  Coun- 
try laid  defolate  with  Fire  and  Sword,  were  not  v/anting  upon- 
this  occafion  to  magnifie  the  Bravery  of  tiieir  Troops^  and  to 
reprefent  this  as  the  fitteft  opportunity  (during  the  abfence  of 
Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  with  the  Troops  under  his  Con^mand) 
to  obtain  fuch  an  advantage  over  the  Enemy,  as  would  oblige, 
them  to  quit  the  Country  of  Bavaria^  and  be  glad  to  maintain- 
themfelves  in  Sir-^^/^ ;  whereas  if  they  let  Hip  this  favourable 
Conjuncture,  they  muff  expect  to  retreat  back  under  the  Can- 
non of  ^j/^j/'wr^,  to  be  idle  bpedators  of  the  Dcfolaticn  and 
Conqueft  of  their  Country,  and  after  a  ftarving  Campaign^ 
be  reduced  to  a  neceffity  of  feeing  the  remnants  of  their  Troops 
to  perifn  for  want  of  neceffary  Winter-Qiiarters.  Thefe  Rea- 
fons,  tho  they  appeared  more  fpecious  than  real  to  the  moft 
experienced  among  rhe  Generals,  confidering  the  prefent  Cir- 
cumftancesof  their  Affairs,  yet  being  under  an  abfolute  neccf- 
iity  faccording  to  their  King's  Order)  to  retain  the  Eledor  of 
Bavaria  in  their  Intereff,  they  were  forced  to  fubmit  to  his 
Council  and  Opinion,  which  drew  upon  them  that  fatal  Blow, 
they  received  at  the  Battle  of  Bleinheim.  For  the  whole  Ar- 
my under  the  Duke  of  A^iirlborough^  having,  as  we  told  you, 
pafs'd  the  Danuhf^^  and  joined  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy ^  it  was 
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refolved  by  an  unanimous  Confent  of  all  the  Generals  to  at- 
tack the  French  and  Bav.rrlans^  before  they  could  fortifie  thpm- 
felvcs  in  their  Camp.  Accordingly  the  Battle  being  begun 
the  next  Day  by  the  Confederate  Army,  a  little  after  Noon, 
their  left  Wing  Commanded  by  the  Duke  o^  Marlborough^  ]}\it  j,.„ 
the  right  Wing  of  the  French^  but  efpecially  their  Hcrfe,  af-AvIr//-' 
tcr  a  fharp  Engagement  of  three  or  four  Hours,  to  a  totals'  '>  "^ 
Rout,  which  being  perceived  by  the  greatelt  part  of  their 
Infantry,  polted  in  the  Village  of  Hochfied^  they  'A-ere  fo  dif- 
may'd  at  the  flight  of  their  Cavalry,  that  without  any  farther 
rcfiftence,  twenty  lix  Battalians,  and  four  Regiments  of  Dra- 
goons furrendred  Prifonersof  War.  The  left  Wing  of  the  E- 
nemy  confifling  for  the  moll  parr  of  Bavarians^  fought  much 
longer,  and  with  much  more  obflinacy  againfb  the  Right  of  the 
.Imperial Jfis^  under  the  Conduft  of  Prince  Evgem  of  Savoy ^  and 
feveral  times  rcpulfed  them  j  but  thefe  being  bravely  feconded 
from  the  Body  of  Referve,  and  the  French  feeing  their  left 
Wing  put  to  an  abfolute  rout,  alfo  quitted  the  Field,  th»'  in 
much  better  order  than  their  left ,  being ,  alfo  fheltered 
by  the  approaching  Night ,  and  the  adjacent  Woods.  1 
will  not  pretend  here  to  enter  upon  all  the  particulars  of  fo 
great  an  Aftion,  the  Circum fiances  whereof  have  been  fuffici- 
cntly  made  known  to  the  World  on  all  iides^  but  it  may  not 
be  amifs,  upon  this  occafion,  to  mention  fomc  Reafons  alieJj'd 
by  the  French  Court  of  fome  Defeds,  which  they  fay  occalion'd 
this  fatal  Overthrow. 

They  are  very  willing  to  acknowledge,  that  the  Bravery 
and  Number  of  the  Confederated  Cavalry  in  the  Left  W'ing 
under  the  Duke  oi  Marlhorovgh  (which  was  fuperior  to  theirs, 
as  they  were  to  them  in  Foot)  was  the  firll  occafion  of  their 
Difafter  •,  This  they  fay  being  not  unforefeen  by  the  Marfhal 
de  Jallard^  and  fome  Other  great  Officers,  who  commanded 
their  right  Wing,  ftrift  Orders  were  given  for  the  King's 
Houfchold  Troops,  and  the  reft  of  the  Cavalry  and  Dragoons 
polled  at  the  foot  of  a  Hill,  and  in  feveral  Lanes  at'^fbme 
diftance  from  the  Rivulet,  that  was  in  the  Front  of  their 
Camp,  to  charge  in  one  Body  the  firft  Line  of  the  Enemies  - 
Cavalry ,  as  foon  as  they  Ihould  have  palVd  that  Rivulet, 
icfore  they  could  form  a  fecond  or  third  Line  ^  but  this 
pafTage  of  the  Confederate  Horfe  happening  at  a  time  whilH 
the  Marllial  deTallard  was  employed  at  fome  -difla nee  in  the 
Village  of  Hochflet  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Danube^  where  he 
had  polled  tlie  beforementioned  26.Battalioasof  Infantry,  and 
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4  Reo;iment5  of  Dragoons,  to  give  the  necedary  Orders,  to 
prei^'nt  his  being  attacked  in  the  Flank  ^  this  Command  was 
but  ni  obfcrvcd  by  the  Fra^xh  Cavalry  and  the  Troops  of  the 
King's  Houfehold,  not  out  of  Cowardife,  as  has  been  furmifed  by 
feme,  but  rather  out  of  a  vaiii  Opinion  of  their  own  Strength 
and  Courage^  by  which  fatal  Miftake,.  fuffcring  the  En^lijjj 
and  other  Confederate  Horfe,  not  only  to  pafs  the  Rivulet 
without  any  confiderable  Oppofition,  but  alPj  to  form  as  many 
lines  as  thcv  thought  lit ,  they  were  too  late  convinced  of 
the  Vanity  of  their  Opinion;  for  the  Confederate  Horfe  charged 
and  drove  them  up  to  the  top  of  the  Hiil,  and  tho^  they  re- 
turned three  or  four  times  to  the  Charge,  and  with  great  Bra- 
very ,  broke  more  than:,  once  through,  the  firlt  Line  of  the 
Enemy  ;  yet  meeting  with  the  fame  vigorous  Refinance  in  the 
Second,  they  were  at  laft  put  to  a  total  Rout,,  with  incre- 
dible Slaughter,  belldes  a  confiderable  Kuiiiber  forced  and 
drowned  into  the  Da-cube.  This  is  not  the  firfl  time  the  French 
Have  paid  dearly  for  this  vain  Opinion  of  the  Bravery  of  their 
own  Troops:  I  remember  an  Inftance  of  the  fame  nature, 
which  happen'd  in  the  War  which  ended  by  the  Treaty  of 
J:^ltneg:ie-n  J.  The  Confederate  .Forces  of  Lorrain^  Alunfrer  and 
Lumnhirrghy  having  befieged  and  reduced  the  City  of  Treves 
in  Cermnny^  to  the  laft  Extremity,  the  Marfhal  de  Cretjui 
march'd  with  an  Army  of  loooo  French^  of  their  beft  Troops, 
to  its  Relief:  At  his  a})proach  part  of  the  Confederate  Army, 
nor  unequal  in  number  to  the  French^  march'd  out  of  their 
Camp.to  give  the  Enemy  Battle,  who  being  polled  on  th6 
other  Ude  of  a  Rivulet,  they  neverthelcfs  pafsM  it  in  fight  of 
them  ;  fcarce  scco  of  the  Confederate  Forces  had  pafs'd  the 
Rivulet,  when  moftof  the  fre^?c-/?  General  OjTicers  defir'd  leave 
of  the  Marfhal  to  charge  them  ;  but  he  rejected  their]  Requeft, 
ordering  them  to  ftay  till  at  leaft  one  halfw.ere  come  over, 
whereby  they  might  gain  a  Compleat  FiU:ory.  Accordingly  they 
fbaid  v^ith  Impatience  for  tlie  PafTage  of  3000  more,  when 
charging  them  with  the  gr^ateft  Fury  imaginable,  they  thought 
to  have  overthrown  them  at  the  firfl;  Charge,  but  thefe  being 
of  the.  choiceft  Txoo^s  of  Germany^  and  commanded  by  the 
brave,  Duke,  of  Lormi'n^  gave  them  fb  hot  a  Reception,  that 
they  were  forced  to  retreat,  and  give  way  for  the  reft  to  pafs 
alio  the  Rivulet  in  good  order;,  which  being  done,  they  charged 
tlieB.^wc/?  in.  their  turn  with  fo  much  Vigour,  tliat.- they  put 
them  to  a  total  Rout,  with  fuch  a  Slaughter,  that  very  few 
'^fcapcd  the  Sword,  the  Marfhal  deCreo^ui  himfelf  being  forced, 
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with  four  or  five  Olflcers^  only  t6  make  the  befl  of  their  wa^  into 
the  Town,  which  he  defended  moft  gallantly  for  feme- time 
after,  tiH  he  and  the  whole  Garrifon  were  made  Prifoiiers  of 
War  in    the  Place.     I  thougjit    fit  to  i-n^ntion  this  Inflance, 
becaufe  1  have  known    fonie  intelligent  Perfons  look  mron  this 
vain  Opinion  of  the  French ^  as  a  Fidion  put  upon  them  l>y 
their  Enemies,    whereas  I;  am^  feniible,'    that   the- Friends -of 
Marlhal  de  TalUrd  here-,    alledge  the  Non-executing  of  his 
Orders    in   this  Point,    and  confequently   the  Vain-glory  of 
fome  Officers,    as    the  firft  and  main   Reafbn  of  their  Over- 
throw :,  which  feems  the  more  probable,  becaufe  feveral  Gene- 
ral Officers  and  Regiments  were  broken -foon  after  by  the  King's 
Ipecial  Command.-  b  n—h.   ,  j7  ji-j.  :/i;vcia 

,The  Second  lis,  The  want  of  Duty  in  the-  greateftpatt  pf 

the  Foot  in  their  Right  Wing,  efpeciallyof  thofe  polled  in  the 

Village  of  Hochfiet  ^    For,  fay  they,   had  the  Foot,  after  the 

Defeat  of  the  Cavalry,  flood  bravely  to  it,   and  thereby  given 

time,  at  leaft,  to  fome  of  the  Horfe  to  rally,  they  might  have 

kept  in  play  the  Enemies  Foot,  till  being,  joynd  by  fo  Itiong 

a  Body,  as  that  which  w^s  in  the  Village  oiHoQ-hS^^H  xhpS  iP-igbt 

in  all  probability  have  made;  ^toki-ableiletreat  towards  theii* 

'  Left  Wing,  which  being  at  that  time  llill  entire,  they  might 

joyntly  have  retreated  in  good  Order,  and  confequently  faved. 

at  leait  one  Moiety  of  their  Men  ;    whereas  on  the  contrary, 

the  Foot  following  immediately  thC;  Example  of  the  Horfe, 

-^and  the  Body  in   the  Village  of  Hdchfiet^   v^hichrciembled  ^ 

fmall  and  Army,  which  had  behaved  it  felf  yery  well  during  th^; 

whole  Engagement,    no   fboner  fiw  it  fclf  depLitute  of  the 

Support  of  its  Cavalry,  and  the  reft  of  their  Forces,  but  the 

Dragoons  attempted  to  Swim  the  Danube-^  but  failing  therein, 

.furiendred  Prifoners  of  War  with  16  Battallions,    which  with 

the  reft  taken  upon  this  pccafion,    amounted  to  13000,  and 

very  near  as  manyflain  ;   fb- that  the  lofsof,  the  f>f«c^,  v;hat 

with  thefe  before  mentioned,  what  with  Defertion,  and  wii^t 

with  their  wounded   (moft  of  which  dy'd  in  their  long  and 

hafly  retreat  from  the  Danube  to  the  Vpper  Rhine^  for  want  of 

Gonveniencies)  amounted  upon  this   cccalion  to  no  Icfs    than 

40000  Men  ^  and  the  Confederates  aho  did  not  ,puFchafe  this- 

Vidory  without  5000  Men:flain,  and  as -many,  wounded  v  bun 

the  moft  of  the   Utt«r  a-ecovGred ,-   bcLng  w^U'prpvidcd  with 

all    manner  of  Neceflaries,,    and  very  good.  Accommodation. 

1  know  very  weil-that   the  f/eh^h- Court  did  all  they  could  to 

di/guife:both  their  Sui;pri4?  aijcl-  their  L9fs,  but  this  could  not 

be 
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"fee  done  "fo  cfre(5liially,  but  t<hat  the  Trutli  thereof  came  to 
-the  Ears  of  the  Forreigners  tHen  i-efiding  at  P^ris :  I  remeni- 
ber  that  a  forreign  Gentleman  coming  about  that  time  to 
Parii  fix)m  Stra^bvyg],  alTiired  fne,  that  he  faw  the  Eledor  of 
Bavaria  and  the  Marfhal  de  Alarjin  marching  into  the  before- 
mentioned  City  with  the  broken  Remnants  of  their  Armies, 
•which -amoanted  in  alViTcarce  to  12000  Men,  (and  thofe  in  -a 
mifcir'able  Condition',  -efpecially  the  Hiorfe)  whereas  at  th^ 
Battle  of  'dUiffhem^  they  w^re-*  above  50000  llrona;. 

But  it  is^"'tirtle;'td  leave -the  "Frwsrt^rfor  a -while  in  Germany 
to  bewail  their  Lofs,  whilft  their  Viclorious  Enemies  are  im- 
proving their  Vidory   by  almoft  d:uly  ConqueHs  in  Bavnna^ 
and  to  turn  our  Eyes  'towards  ftaly-^  -Jto  take  a  -View  of  the 
Poftui-e  of  Affairs  On  that  fide.   'If  it  is  certain  that  the  brave 
Duke  of  S^'z/6>y -was  as  hardly  prefs'd  upon  by  the  -Frew:/;  on  the 
Borders  of  P/ew<7;?r,  as  the  Elector  of  :5<^zt'i^r/<^  was  by  the  "Con- 
federates upon  the  Danube  •,   fo  it  is   imqucllionable,  had  he 
followed  the  Footfteps  of  the   lafl;  of  thefe  two  Princes,    he 
might  in  all  probability  have  fhared  his  Fate  v/ith  him  :    But 
this  wife  and  brave  Prince  took  quite  different  Meafures;  For, 
after  having  rejefted  all  the  mofb  fpecious    Offers  ©f  the  French 
Court,  being  refolvcd  to  difpute  every  Inch  of  Ground  with 
them,  with  a  Condud  and  Forefight  without  Example,  he  or- 
dered all  the  Provifions  of  the  flat  Country  to  be  brought  and 
laid  up  in  his  Strong-holds  and  Cities,  the  moil  expofed  where- 
of being  provided  with  good  Garrifons,    and  every  thing  elfe 
requifite  for  a  long  and  vigorous  Defence,  he  moved  with  his 
remaining  little  Army  in  fiich  a  manner,  as  he   judged  moffc 
convenient   to  obferve  the  Enemy,   without  putting   himfelf 
under  a  Keceflity  of  hazarding  a  Battle,  unlefs  upon  very  good 
-Circumftances.     It  muft  be  acknowledged,  even  by  his  Enemies, 
that  this  Conflancy  and  Condud  of  thg  Duke  of  5^m',   broke 
-all  the  Meafures  of  the  French  on  that  fide,    as  the  March  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlboro.uah  to  ihQ  Danube  did  in  G'erw/s:;7y,notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  Succefs  they  met  with  this  Year  in  Italy.     For, 
though  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  not  in  a  Condition  to  cover  the 
*   ftrong  Fortrefs  of  P^erceii^  featedupon  the  Borders  of  Piemont 
znd  tht  Ml  lane  z,e  ^    the  fa  id  place  being   adually  beiieged  by 
a  powerful  Army  under  the  Duke  of  Fendofme^   yet   by  the 
'brave  Defence  made  by  frequent  Sallies  and  otherwife  for  above 
five -Weeks  fuccefsfuliy,   joyn'd  to  the  Mortality  that  rcign'd 
ia  the  French  Camp,  by  reafbn  of  the  unwholfom  Situation  of 
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tills  Fortreft  iifa  niarfhy  Ground,  and  among  Itanding Wafer, 
daring  the  hot  Seafon,  fwepfaway  daily  fo  great  a  ISIumbers 
of  Men  in  the  Camp  of  the  Bcllcged,  that  it  was  generally 
computed  then  at  Paris^  they  had  not  bought  this  pbce  with 
lefsthan  the  lofs  of  above  12000  Men.  As  this  qucflionlefs 
was  the  occadon  of  the  Demolifhingof  the  Fortifications  of 
Kerceil^  fo  all  the  World  was  fiirpriz'd,  that  3he  fame  Gar- 
rilbn  which  had  defended  fo  confiderable  a  Frontier  Fortrefs 
with  fo  much  Gallantry,  ffiould  at  laft  be  allow'd  no  other 
Conditions,  than  to  remain  Prifoners  of  War,  ^contrary  to  the 
Cuftom  of  War  •,)  but  the  French  Court  excufcd  the  Matter,  by 
faying, 'that  fincc  their  chief  Aim  was  at  this  Jundure  to  re- 
duce the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  fuch  Straits,  as  to  oblige  him  "to 
embrace  the  Terms  ofter'd  him  by  the  King,  it  would  be  a 
piece  of  Folly,  to  strengthen  his  Army  by  the  Acceflion  of 
fuch  a  Number  of  brave  Soldiers :  But  to  fliew  that  they  had' 
fome  Regard  to  (or  at  lealt,  that  they  were  not  unacquainted 
with)  the  Cullom  of  War,  they  fuffcred  them  to  march  out 
with  their  Arms  ihrough  the  Breach,  but  afterwards  difarm'd 
and  made  them  Prifoners.-  The  lame  Method  they  obfeiVed 
in  all  the  other  Places  they  took  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 

The  brave  Pvefiflance  they  had  met  with  before /"^.rT^ce//,  not' 
in  the  Icafl  abating  their  Courage,  or  altering  their  Refolu-  - 
tions  of  reducing  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  they  march'd  towards 
Tvrea^  which  they  befieg'd  alfo  and  attack'd  with  extraordi- 
nary Vigour  ;  but  that  Place  being  provided  by  the  Duke  with 
every  thing  for  its  Defence,  as  much  aspo/Fibly  could  be,  they 
found  it  as  hot  a  piece  of  Work  there,  as  they  had  done  at 
Uerct'll-^  and  there  being  no  lefs  than  three  different  Forts 
(befides  the  Body  of  the  Place)  to  be  attack'd  in  form  and 
that  feparately,  this  confum'd  abundance  of  time  and  Men  Sept,  2 
before  it  could  be  forced  to  a  Surrender,  the  Garrifon  fighting 
like  defperate  Men,,  who  expected  no  other  Terms  than  to 
be  made  Prifoners  of  War,  and  upon  that  Score  were  the 
more  ready  to  obey  their  Orders,  of  holding  out  to  the  laft 
Extremity,  it  being  the  Duke's  abfolute  Intcreft  to  fpin  out 
this  Campaign  ,  as  not  queftioning  but  that  he  fliouid  be 
effedually  relieved  in  the  next  by  a  powerful  Force  of  the 
Confederacy.  In  the  m.ean  while  the  Confederates  in  Go-- 
many  being  not  backward  to^ improve  th©  prefent  Opportunity, 
had  left  a  good  Body  of  1  roops  in  Bavaria^  to  reduce  fuch 
Places  as  yetremain'd  in  the  FofTeirion  of  the  French^  which 


btlng  happily  perform'd,  partly  by  Force,  partly  by  an  Agree- 
ment made  afterwards  betwixt  that  Eledorate  and  the  Em- 
peror, the  Forces  nnder  the  Duke  of  Marlboraugh^  lately 
marcliM  to  t'^c  Rhlr.e^  were  the  more  at  leifure  to  extend  their 

0(loh.iz\  intended  Conquefts  on  that  lide,  and  upon  the  Mofelle :  To 
this  purpofe  they  invefted  the  ftrong  and  confiderable  City 
and  Fortrefs  of  Landau^  the  Siege  being  cover'd  by  the  Duke 

OxlQb.22.  of  Marlborough^  polled  with  the  main  Army  WQ^ivCroen-Wcijfen' 
h:trg^-x\\\  the  arrival  of  the- King  of  the -^pw^;^^  in  the  Camp 
before  Landav^   when  the  Duke  marching  with  part  of  the 

Ociob.29.  Forces  under  his  Command,  to  fupport  thofe  detaclvd  before 
towards  the  Mcfeile^  the  City  of  Treves  was  reduced  within  a 
few  days  after,  and  Preparations  made  for  the  Siege  of  the  llrong 
Caftle  of  Traerbach  in  order  to  fecure  their  AVinttr  Quarters 
both  upon  th^Vf per  Rhifiean&the  Mofellu 

As  there  were  very  few  that  doubted  the  Reduction  of  thofe 
Places,  which  as  the  Cafe  then  flrood,  could  not  be  relieved  by 
t\\t  French^  and  that  thereby  the  Confedrates  intended  to  o- 
pen  themfeives  a  way  into  France  the  next  'Campaign  •,  fo 
they  did  not  in  the  leaft  queftion,  but  that  after  the  Conqueil 
of  Jvrea  ^  the  Fre-nch  Co'jrt  would  immediately  recal  iome 
of  their  Troops  out  of /f^z/j  to  Item  the  Torrent  that  threat- 
ned  a  dreadful  Inundation,  as  well  upon  the  Rhine  as  the 
Mofelk'^  but  to  our  no  fmall  furprize,  it  was  foon  divulged  at 
Court,  that  the  Siege  oi  Vcrue^iw  Italy  was  refolved  upon^ 
notwithftanding  the  Opinion  of  many,  both  of  the  Generals 
and  others  to  the  contrai-y  ;  who  alledged  that  this  Enterprize 
being  fubjecl  to  great  hazards  in  fo  far  advanced  a  Seafon,  and 
when  their  Troops  were  already  fo  much  diminifhed  by  the  Sieges 
oi  Fercdl  arA'Jvrea^  they  judged  it  much  fafer  to  fpare  their 
Men,  than  to  expofe  them  to  fuch  uncertain  hazards,  at  a 
time  when  they  were  likely  co  Hand  in  need  of  all  their  Strength, 
and  Politicks,  to  repair  the  great  Lofles  fiiftained  this  Cam- 
paign m  Germa!7y^  and  to  make  good  their  Borders  a  gain  ft  an 
intended  powerful  Irruption.  'Tis  certain  that  f^erue  being  the 
chief,  and  I  may  fay,  the  only  inlet  of  Strength  into  the  Valley 
of  Tz/rw,"  the  Duke  of  5^wjv  had  left  nothing  unattempted  to 
put  it  into  fuch  a  ftate  of  Defence  by  feveral  additional  For- 
tincations,  a  ftrong  Garifon,  and  ail  other  jSIeccfTaries,  as  to 
iiold  out  for  a  confiderable  time,  againft  a  potent  Army.  But 
what  was  likely  moft  to  conduce  to  the  long  defence  of  this  Place, 
was,  that  having  ftrongly  Fortify'd  himfelf,  on  the  oppofite  fide 


of  the  Ru'cr,  at  Crefccmino  ^  he  had  thereby  an  opportunity 
by  means  of  a  Bridge,  to  keep  open  a  free  Communication  with 
Verue^  and  to  relieve  it  from  time  to  time  with  frefh  Men,  and 
all  other  Neceflarics,  as  often  as  occafion  fiiould  require.  Add 
to  this,  the  approaching  Winter  Seafon,  and  that  the  French 
Forces  were  already  diminifhed,  and  wanted  Recruits  at  the 
beginning  of  Ottober  \  (whereof  I  faw  a  Lift  my  felf  about 
that  time,  according  to  the  diftribution  made  thereof,  to  be 
raifed  in  the  fevcral  Provinces  of  above  20000  Men  \  )  The 
French  Oomx,  was  not  ignorant  in  the  leaftof  all  this,  and,  as  1 
told  you  before,  many  among  them,  declared  their  difllke  at 
this  Enterprize,  but  being  over-ruled  in  Council  by  a  pre- 
vailing Party,  who  urged,  that  fmce  at  this  dangerous  Coa- 
junclure,  they  ought  more  than  ever  to  puih  o\\  the  Redadi- 
on  of  the  Duke  q>{  Savoy ^  and  the  fame  could  not  be  expecled 
without  the  Conquefl;  of  Verue^  they  were  under  an  abfolute 
necelTity  of  purchafing  it  at  any  rate,  as  notqueflioning,  that 
when  the  faid  Duke  fhould  fee  himfelf  chafed  under  the  Gan- 
non of  'turin^  and  be  in  imminent  Danger  of  a  Siege  of  his  Ca- 
pital City,  he  would  be  brought  to  more  ferious  "Conlideratl- 
ons  of  his  prefent  dangerous  State,  and  accept  of  the  Propo- 
fitions  made  to  him,  rather  than  to  expofe  his  Refidence  and 
Family  to  the  danger  of  a  total  Dellrudion. 

Thefc  fpecious  Reafons  prevailing  in  the  Frtnch  Court  be- 
fore all  other  Confiderations,  the  Siege  of  rerue  was  begun, 
but  attended  with  fo  many  Difficulties  and  fmiller  Accidents, 
that  the  French  Court  was  never  put  to  a  greater  Non^lm^Ocl.  li,' 
whether  to  continue  or  raife  it  at  feveral  times.  For,  the 
Duke  continually  fending  unto  them  frefh  Supplies ,  they 
made  frequent  and  m.oft  fuccefsful  Sallies;  and  when  the 
Fre-nch  attack'd  any  of  their  Works,  repuls'd  them  with  great 
ilaughtcr,  and  rcpair'd  their  Breaches  as  fafl  as  they  were 
opened  by  the  Cannon  of  the  Befiegcrs  ^  which  Dil^ders  joyn'd 
to  the  cold  and  wet  Seafon  in  an  Army  already  miferably  har- 
ras'd  in  the  preceeding  long  and  fatiguing  Campaign ,  had 
reduc'd  their  Army  to  fuch  a  deplorable  State,  that  fome  of 
the  Duke  of  Suvofs  Officers  were  of  Opinion,  he  might  with 
fure  hopes  of  Succefs,  adventure  with  his  fmail  Army,  the 
raifmg  of  the  Siege.  But  that  wife  Prince,  being  unwilling 
to  venture  the  lofs  of  all  his  Dominions,  upon  the  uncertain 
Event  of  fuch  an  Enterprize,  thought  it  much  more  for  his 
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fafqty,  to  confume  the  Fremh  Army  before  a  place,  where  they 
gain'dfo  little  Grouml  •,  yet  refolved  to  try  his  Fortune  by  a 
vigorous  Sally  •,  which  he  did  accordingly  in  Perfon,  and  with 
fjch  fuccefs,  that  he  forc'd  the  Befiegers  from  their  moft  ad- 
vanc'd  Works,  deflroy'd  them,  and  after  a  confideraljle  flaugh- 
ter  made  among  them,  retreated  in  good  order  into  the  Town. 
This  Sally  joyn'd  to   the  before-mentioned  DifRcultics,  caus'd 
frefh  unealinefs  to  the  Court;  for  the  Works  ruiii'd  by  the  Sa- 
voyards requiiing  a  confiderable  time  to   be  repair'd,  and  to 
be  advanc'd  fo  near  to  the  Body  of  the  Place,  it   fell   once 
more  under   Debate,    whether  lince  they  had    for  near  four 
Months  gain'd  fo  little  Ground,  with  fo  great   lofs,  upon    the 
Enemy,   they   ought   to    continue    the   Siege   or    not*,    the 
unexpeded   Rcfiftence  they  had  met  with  in  this   Enterprize, 
having,  by  this  time,  made  feveral  of  thofe  who  had  been  very 
eager  for  this  Siege,  to  repent  of  their  Opinion ,  they  came, 
after  various  Debates,  at  laft  to  this  Refolution,  That,  fince  it 
was  found  impra<^icable  to  take  the  Place,  whilft:   it   could    be 
conitantly  relieved  with   Supplies  from  the  Duke's  Camp  at 
Crefcoitho^  the  Attacks  ought  to  be  changed,  and  chiefly  to 
becarry'd  on  againfl:  the  Fort  thatcover'd  the  Bridge  of  Com- 
munication betwixt  Crefcemino  and  Ferue  -^  which  if  it  could  be 
effcdcd,  they  did  not  queftion  the  Succefs  of  the    Siege,  but 
if  not,  it  muft  be  raifed.     The  befl  Ingineersof  Frr.nce  being 
hereupon  fent  immediately  to  the  Camp  of  the  Befiegers,  and 
they  having  given  their  Opinion  for  the  feafibility  of  the  thing, 
the  Attacks  weredireded  accordingly  againft  the  Fort  of  the 
Bridge,  notwithftanding   which   they  met  with  great  DifFxul- 
ties  alfo  in  this  attempt,  being  much  expofed  to  the  Cannon 
planted    on  the  Entrenchments  of  the  Duke  of  Suvoyh  Camp 
on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  River,    which    kill'd  them  great 
numbers  of  Men  \  but  as  all  lay  at  Hake  now,  they  continued 
their  Works  in  fpite  of  all  the  Obftacles,  and  having  at    laft 
made  a  Breach  on  the  fa  id  Fort,  carry 'd  it  by  Surprize  with  Sword 
in  Hand  in  the  Kight-time,  ruin'd  part  of  the  Bridge,  and  o- 
bliged  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  retreat  from  his  Camp  at  Crefcen- 
tino  towards  Chlvai  or  Chivaz.z.o.     The  Garifon  of  f'^en^e  did  ne- 
verthelefs  defend  itfelf  for  fome  time  with  great  bravery  ;  but 
being  now  withont  all  hopes  of  Relief,    all  their   Provifion 
fpent,  and  the  French  ready  to  give  the  general  AlTault,  they 
blew  up  the  Fortifications,  retreated  into  the  Dungeon,  and 
there  beat  a  Parly,  but  could  obtain  no  other  Terms  than  to 
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he  ma'dePrifolicrs  of  War.  Thus,  at  lafl:,  they  got  into  the  ppf- 
fcJTion  of  rerue  after  a  Siege  of  near  fix  Months,  and  with  the 
lofs  of  looooMen  of  their  choiceft  Foot,  the  blame  where- 
of was  in  a  great  meafare  laid  at  the  Door  of  the  Duke  of 
ref7dofmesind  iiis  Ingeneer^,  who,  tho'  they  were  the  mofl  for- 
wards for  this  Siege,yet  fpent  near  four  Month,and  above  14000 
Men  in  v^in,  till  they  weredirecled  by  the  Ingineers  fcntfroin 
France  afterwards  to  carry  on  the  Attacks  againfl  the  Fort  that 
cover'd  the  Bridge ;  befides  that  the  Fretich  had  the  IVIortifica- 
tion  to  find,  that,  after  fo  much  Treafure  and  Blood  fpent  in 
the  taking  of  this  Place,  they  were  not  a  jot  the  nearer  to  thefo 
much  expected  Reduction  of  the  Duke  of  S^tvoy  •,  who  whilfl: 
the  French  were  forced  to  feck  for  Quarters  of  Refreihment, 
fortify'd  CljivazjLo^  and  the  Avenues  to  Tvri?i^  and  having  cer- 
tain aflurance  of  ftrong  Succours  to  be  fent  to  his  afTiftance  ua* 
der  Prince  Eugene  0^  Savoy ^  with  an  unparallel'd  Confiancy  re- 
jeded  all  the  offers  made  them  by  that  Court. 

We  mufl  now  travel  from  Italy  to  S^ain^  where  there  hap- 
pened an  Accident  equally  difficult  in  its  Undertaking,  but  more 
dangerous,  (if  I  miftake  not)  in  its  Confequence.     This  was 
the  Siege  of  Gibrdter^  feated   jufl  within  the  Streights  Mouth, 
on  the  Coafl;  of  S^ahi.     This  Place,  after  the  French  Brcfi  Squa- 1704.. 
dron  had  the  good  Fortune  to  get  into  Thovlcn^  being  taken  by 
the  Fnglijh  and  F>utch  Fleet,  the  French  Court  who  were  fenfible  ^"^-^  ^'^ 
how  pernicious  this  Thorn  which  Iluck  Co  dofe  into  the  fide  of 
Spain,  might  prove  to  tfieir  Affairs,  ordered  their  Fleet  now 
joined  by  the  T/^<?w/o«  Squadron,  to  put  to  Sea  immediately,  in 
order  to    fight    the   combined    Fleet,   being  fenfible,  that,  if 
they  could  beat  them  out  of  the  Streights,  they   might  pro- 
mife   themfelves^  the  regaining  of  Gibralter.    Accordingly  both 
the  Fleets  meeting,  an  Engagement  enfued  betwixt   them  ofl' 
of  Malaga,  which,  tho'   it  continued  for  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  Day,  yet  the  Victory   rcmain'd  in  a  manner  ujidecided,  ^,^^  i^ 
neither  Party  loofing  one  Ship,  c^^cept  that  the  French  loft  one  N.^i.  ^' 
before  the  Battle,  and  received  the  greateft  damage  in  their 
Ships  and  Men.    It  happen'd  very  fortunate  for  the  French,  that 
the  Engli'jl)  and  Dutch,  had  juft  before  detached  ten  or  eleven  of 
their  Men  of  War  upon  another  Expedition,  and  that  fomc'of 
their  Ships  of  the  Line  of  Battle  were  much  ftinted  of  Ammu- 
nition (which  they  had  left  at  Gibraltar)  without  which  they 
would  in  all  probability,  not  have  come  off  at  fo  cheap  a  rate. 
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But  notvvichflanJiiig  they  mifs'd  of  their  aim  in  chafing  the  ' 
Eno^lijh  and  the  Dutch  out  of  the  Streights,  thefe  Spafiijl)  Gran- 
dees that  were  mofl  zealous  for  the  French  Intercfl  in  Catalonia^ 
and  fear'd  (not  without  Reafon)  that  this  Place  might  one 
time  or  other  ferve  the  Confederates  as  an  Inlet  into  Sfain^ 
prefs'd  the  Siege  of  that  Place  with  great  vehemency  at  the 
fra/ch  Court.  In  efFccl  they  (hew'd  no  great  inclination  to  em- 
bark in  fuch  hazardous  Enterprizes  as  the  Sieges  of  rerve  and 
Gibralter  at  once,  at  a  time  when  their  Affiiirs  look'd  with  fo  in- 
different a  Face  upon  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle :  They  kfiew, 
that  tho'  the  place  was  but  indifferently  fortify'd  on  the  Land- 
fide,  they  had  to  deal  with  one  of  the  braveft  and  molt  refolute 
Pcrfons  in  Chriilcndom,  whofe  Condud:  and  Courage  they  hadj 
had. more  than  fufhcicnt  Proofs  of  in  the  Siege  of  Barcelona^  iii'i 
the  laft  War  ;  they  knew  him  to  be  at  the  head  of  2000'  Eng^ 
lijlj  Marines,  all  brave  Troops,  well  provided  with  every  thing 
for  a  vigorous  Defence  of  fo  important  a  Place,  and  fecure 
of  continual  Supplies,  of  all  that  fhould  be  requifite  from 
Lisbo?;^.  where  the,  EngUpi  and  Dutch  had  left  a  good  Squadron 
for  that' purpofe.  Thefe  Difficulties  joined  to  the  approach 
of  the  •  vyi'nter  Seafon,  made  the  i-m/c-^  Court  fomewhat  a- 
verfe  to  this  Enterprize,  whereof  they  feenfd  to  forefee  the 
Danger  ^  but,  as  1  told  you  before,  mofl  of  the  Sp^inijlj  Gran- 
dees (perhaps  out  of  different  Motives)  reprefenting  the  Mat- 
ter not  only  as  fubjed  to  very  fev;  Dilliculties,  but  alfo  as  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for  their  pixfcnt  fecurity,  they  faw  themfelves 
cbliged  to  comply  with  their  Importunities,  and  confent  not  only 
to  the  Siege,  but  alfo  to  afTifb  therein  with  part  oftheir  Troops. 

This  Siege,  like  that  of  reme^  being  begun  in  OH-ober^  and 
continuing  for  almofl  the  fame  time,  and  with  equal  vigour,  had 
a  much  worfe  Event,  the  Spaniards  hdng  obliged  to.  raife  it  af- 
ter the  lofs  of  all  their  Infantry,  the  want  whereof  they  are 
likely  to  feel  to  their  coft  the  next  following  Campaign.  For 
tho'  theplace  was  attack'd  with  incredible  fury,  yet  the  brave 
Prince  of  Hejfe  at  the  head  of  the  EngUnjl)  Marines,  fupplying 
the  defeds  of  the  Fortifications,  gave  fuch  a  hot  Reception  to 
the  Beflegcrs  in  all  their  Attacks  and  Affaults,  that  they  were 
continually  repuls'd  with  great  flaughter ;  but  as  the  Spaniards 
are  a  Kation  very  conflant  and  perfevering  as  well  in  their 
Refolutions  as  in  their  Undertakings,  they  continued  the  Siege 
with  the  fame  obltinacy,  and  notwithftanding  the  Prince  of 
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Tfeffe  Iiad  received  fcveral  Supplies  both  of  'Alea  and  otiier 
Kecellaries  by  Sea,  they  reduc'd  the  Place  almoH:  to  the  greateft 
Extreiriity,  (with  the  aniflancc  of  a  French  Squadron)  till  a-t 
lall  a  confiderable  reinforcement  being  convey'd  thither,  by  a 
ftrong  Englifl)  and  Butch  Squadron  of  IVTen  of  War,  which 
furpriz'd  and  deft-roy'd  fonie  of  the  French  Ships,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  Confederate  Forces  on'  the  Frontiers  ot  Tortus nl 
making  preparations  to  invade  Spain  on  that  fide  (which  they 
cfFeded  fo0n  after  with  good  fuccels)  the  Spa:-iiards  faw  theni- 
felves  under  an  abfolute  necefTity  of  raifing  that  fatal  Siege, 
wbich  had  confumed  moft  of  their  Infantry  \  it  being  com- 
puted that  their  lofs,  together  with  that  of  t\\Q  French^  amoun- 
ted to  i5cc0  or  1 8000  Men,  the  want  of  which  they  felt  to 
their  cofl:  foon  after,  as  will  appear  by  the  fequel  of  thefe  Con- 
liderations. 

As  thefe  two  Sieges  had'deftroy'd  a  number  of  Men  not  in- 
feriour  to  what  had  been  flain,  taken  or  wounded  in  the  fatal 
Battle  of  Hochfied,  the  Eyes  of  all  Europe  Wfir^  tiirii'd  upon' 
France  to  fee  in  what  manner  they  would  be'  able  to  raife  a' 
fufficient  Force,  and  that  in  a  few  Months  time,  tobppofethe 
Storm  which  manifeflly  threatned  them  upon  the  yI/<?/^//f,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  purfue  their  grand  Projed  againft  the  Duke 
of  Saiwy^  efpecially  fince  it  was  now^  known  to  all  the  World 
that  Prince  Eugene  of  Saz'oy  was  appointed  to  head  a  powerful 
Army  in  Italy^  compofed  ,  befidcs  the  ImperialiUs,  of  Soocr 
Prujfians^  and  4000  Fdatine  Troops.  But  w- hat  is  not  a  Prince* 
who  is  Mailer  of  a  great  and  potent  Kingdom,  who  has  both* 
the  Perfons  and  Purfes  of  all  his  Subjects  at  his  abfolute  difpo- 
fal,  capable  of  doing  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  'Tis  true,  they  laboured 
at  that  time  in  France  under  the  grcateft  Difficulties  imagina- 
ble to  recruit  their  Horfe,  which  were  almoft  all  perifiied'  in  (7er-- 
m^iny  and  the  Netherlands  by  a  contagious  Diftemper,  and  they 
woukl  have  found  it  impracticable,  had  it  not  been  for  their  good 
Friends  the  Smfs^  and  the  Negligence,  or  rather  Treachery 
and  Covetoufnefs  of  the  German  Governours  upon  the  Fron- 
tiers of  Switzerland  and  Lorrain -^  thefe'being  blinde'd'' by  the 
French  Piftols,  fufired  at  leaft  40000  Morfes  to  paft- IHFo' ir^;?^?-^ 
for  which  ,  tho'  the  French  paid  a  very  exccfTiv^l  rate  yet 
they  thought  nothing  too  dearly  bought -for 'thi^'^bvvn  fafccjv 
The  recruits  of  their  Men  they  piirchafed  at  a  'mtich  'chcap^f 
Price-,  for  every  Province  bdng'oblig'd  ia']^i'op6rtir?n'  t0'?ts 

extent^, 


extent,  ,or.  other  CircnmRaiic04,-'i;o  raife  fiich.^  certain  nuMticr 
of -.Meaby-a  prefix-cl  time,:  a&'b)^, the  King's  Will  and  Pleafurc, 
was  .enjoyn'd  them,  without  any  exception  or  limitation,  the 
World  flood  amazed  to  fee  their  Army  encveafe  in  the  midfl  of 
their  daily  Loffes  before /^"^er/ze,  their  Forces  in  Italy  not  inferi- 
our  141.  number  at  the  beginning  of  the  Springs  to  what  they 
had  been  the  precceding  Campaign,  and  their  Auxiliaries  in 
Spam  compleated  upon  the  fame  Foot  as -before,  wherewith  they 
flattered  themfelves  to  make  head  againft  the  Portuguefe,  and 
thdi' Englijl}  and  Dutch  Auxiliaries,  but  found  themfelves  egregi- 
oully  miftakei][  in  their  account,  as  will  be  apparent  hereafter. 

^  At  the  ilime, time  they  were  under  no  fmall  Perplexity  in  re* 
lation  to  the  Affairs  of  Germany^  how  to  weather  the  impend- 
ing Storm  ^  for  which  purpofe'  the  Troops  of  the  Houihold, 
with  moll  of  their  belt  Troops  were  ordered  to  move  early 
towards  Lorrain  ^  but  as  thefe  were  much  inferiour  in  number 
to  io  puiiTanC  an  Army,  as  was  fuppos'd  would  be  brought  into 
the  Field  on  that  fide,  by  the  Confederates,,  .and  that  their 
new  raifed  Troops^  as  well  as  their  undifcipli n'd  Hbrfe,  were 
judg'd  a  very  unequal  match  to  the  Enemies  veterane  and 
victorious  Troops,  they  were  forc'd  at  the  Fr<;;7c/5  Court,  tofub- 
mit  to  Kcceflity,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  ading  defen- 
fively  upon  the  Mofelle  for  this  Campaign.  The  better  to  com- 
pafs  this  end,  and  to  prevent  ^.  powerfitl  Irruption  through 
Lorrain  into  France^  (where  its  Barrier  is  none  of  the  ftrongell) 
it  was  advis'd  to  fecure  all  the  Avenues  thither  by  Lines  ftreng- 
thned  with  Re-doubts,  and  other  Works,  whereby  they  did 
not  queltion  to  counterballance  the  Power  of  the  Allies,  and 
alfo  to  fpare  a  fufficient  number  of  Troops  for  the  Netherlands^ 
to  ad  offenlively  there,  and  either  to  regain  what  they  had 
lofl  in  the  two  preceeding  Campaigns,  or  elfe  by  fo  feafonable 
and  powerful  a  Diverfion,  to.oblige  the  Confederates  to  with- 
draw their  Army  from  the  Mofelle^  iu  order  to  fecure  their 
new  Conquefts  in  the  Netherlands. 

I  very  well  remember,  that  the  French  Court  were  fo  fond 
of  this  Projed,  and  fb  confident  of  its  Succefs,  that  it  was 
publickly  given  out  that  the  Marfhal  de  FilUrs  had  taken  fuch. 
Meafures  upon  the  Mofelle^  as  to  have  rendred  the  Defigns 
of  the  Confederacy  on  that  fide  quite  impradicable.  As  we  , 
were,  well  alTurcd  that  this  Boafting  did  not  proceed  altoge- 
ther 
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ther  from  the  Confidence  they  repofed  either  in  the  Number 
or  Quality  of  their  Troops  (they  being  much  inferior  in  both 
to  thofe  of  the  Allies)  or  in  the  Strength  of  their  Lines,  the 
Battle  oiSchelletjbercr  having  taught  them  before,  that  thefc  may 
prove  fometimes  Obltacles,  but  fuch  as  are  not  unfurniount- 
able  to  brave  Troops^  but  not  knowing  where  to  look  for  the 
true  Reafon  of  this  their  great  AlTurance,  we  were  obliged  to 
fufpend  our  Judgment  for  fome  time :  At  lafl  the  Myftery 
being  difclofed ,  it  appcar'd  that  their  Correfpondents  in 
England  having  given  them  certain  AfTurance  of  certain  Divi- 
iions  in  the  Parliament,  concerning  a  new  Law  to  be  enacted  ^'i?  ;,?^^,fj 
againft  the  Diflenters,  the  Contelts  thereupon  were  likely  tot^^  Occafi- 
life  to  fuch  a  Pitch,  as  would  at  leall  retard  the  giving  o'^oytxicon- 
the  Supplies  for  the  ufe  of  the  War,  and  confequently  fo-t',f'^-^ 
flacken  the  Preparations  of  the  EngUjli^  for  ttie  enfuing  Cam-  '  " 
paign,  that  they  would  not  appear  very  formidable  in  the 
Field.  The  Forreigncrs  who  were  fenfible  how  often  the 
French  Court  had  been  mifguided  by  their  Zealous  Friends  in 
England^  gave  no  great  Credit  to  thefe  Surmifes,  which  proved 
abortive  in  the  Event,  as  we  indeed  expected  they  would  ^ 
and  happy  had  it  been  for  the  Confederacy,  if  both  the  French 
Court  and  we  our  felves  had  been  miftaken  in  another  Point  5 
I  mean  in  the  Backwardnefs  of  the  Preparations  of  the  Ger-^ 
tnans :  The  French  Court  who  not  only  pay  their  Spyes  on  the 
Borders,  but  fometimes  even  in  the  Heart  of  Germany^  very 
well  for  their  Lntelligence,  were  not  ignorant  how  Matters 
went  on  thaC  fide.  They  had,  I  fay,  timely  Intelligence,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Troops  of  the  more  remote  Circles 
would  fcarce  flir  out  of  their  Winter  Quarters,  before  thofe 
of  France  fhould  appear  in  the  Field ,  and'  confequently  be 
fcarce  in  a  Condition  to  a6l  till  about  the  middle  of  the  Sum-  , 
mer.  But  what  appear'd  moll  of  all  for  the  Advantage  of 
France  was,  that  they  were  Inade  fenfible,  that  the  Magazines 
of  the  Impcrialifls  were  but  indiiferently  provided  in  moft 
places,  where  they  feenfd  to  be  mofl  requifite  to  facilitate 
their  Conjunction  with  the  Confederate  Forces  upon  the  Mofelle^ 
and  their  Train  of  Artillery  (to  be  furnifh'd  by  feveral  of  the 
Imperial  Cities,  lying  at.  a  confiderable  diftance  from  one 
another)  in  fo  ill  a  Condition,  and  '^o  carcleCy  managed,  that 
no  great  Service  could  bc  expected  from  it,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Campaign.  All  thefe  Circumftanccs  being,  I  fay,  well 
known  to  the  French  Court,  or  at  leall  forefeen  by  th^m,  they 
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ioo-ivM-y-poathcn  Liiicii:  on  the  Frontiers  of  Lori.^iri^  t\ith  their 
Tfoops.  pqitecl'  therein,  not  only  as  a  fiifiicient  Strength  to 
Inaintaiit  ;their  Ground,  bat  they  alfo  attempted  the  dif- 
lod^ing  of  the  Confederates  from  Treves^  and  their  Line; 
in^c  on  that  (Idc,  before  they  flionld.be  joyn'd  by  more 
Trpoj^s  \  but  finding  themfelybs  difappeinted  in  that  Enter- 
prise, they  perlillied  in  their  former  Relblution  of  ftanding 
upon  the  defcn five  upon  the  Alofelle  ^  but  at  the  fame  time, 
to  ad  with  their  utmqft  Vigour  both  upon  the  Vffcr  Rhine 
and  in  the  Netherlafids  ^  in  order  to  prevent  the  Imperial 
Troops,  and  thofe  under  the  Duke  of  Aiarlborongh^  from  march- 
ing towards  Lormin  ;  where  they  fear'd,  not  without  r.eafon,  the 
Storm  would  fall 

This  was  the.jState  of  the  French  Affairs,  when  the  Duke 
o{  Marlborough  coming  in  the  beginning  of  u4pril  out  of  Engl  a??  A 
to  the  Hcigve  ^   things  remained  in   fufpence   for   ibme  time 
among  them  ^    fince  after  all  the  Precautions  taken  hitherto, 
they  were  fenlible  they  mull  regulate  their  Meafures  chiefly 
attcJrdiilg  to  the  Motion  of  that  Army ,   which  was  to  be 
commanded  by   that  Duke.  "As  it  was  induflrioufly  given  out 
in  the   Netherlands  ^    that   the  firft  Aim  of  the   Contederate 
Army  in  the  Netherlands^  was  levelrd  againft  t-lie  French  Lines, 
they  were  not  a  little  foiicitous  at  Court  u-pon  that  account, 
till  being  conyinced  by-th'e  March  of  the  faid  Duke,   of  his 
real  Intentions,    they  appear'd  with  a  more  chcarful  Coun- 
tenance, it  being  then  publickly  difcourfed  at  Court,  that  the 
Marfhal  de  nilars  had  let  the  Court  know,  he  had  taken  fuch 
Precautions  on  the  Frontiers  of  Lorraln^     as  not  to  fear  any 
thing  from  the  Enemy.     Tlie  March  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough at  the  Head  of  fo  brave  an  Army,    was  no   fooner 
Ivnown  at  Fari^ ,    but  it  was  expecfted  that  a  confiderable  De- 
tachment of  the  French  Troops  would  alfo  be  ordered  to  move 
immediately,    at  lead;   towards  the  Vpper  Rhine,    to  be  the 
nearer  at  hand,  to  fupport  the  Marfhal  de  ruiars  as  occafion 
fhould  require,  or  at  leafl  to  prevent  the  Imperial  Army  from 
joyning  with  the  DukQ  of  Alarlborough :    But  whether  it  were, 
that  the  French  Court  had  fome  fore-fight,  or  fore-knowledge 
(as  I  told  you  before  they  had)  of  the  L^ifficulties  that  were 
likely  to  attend  this  Conjundion  on  the  lide  of  the  Germans '^ 
or  whether  they  thou^it  it  more  fuitable  to  their  prefent  Cir- 
cumlbnccs  of  Affairs,  by  pufhing  on  the  War  vigoroufiy  towards 

the 


:  ( ^5) 

the  Frontiers  of  ffoUand^^  to  frighten  thefe  Republicans  into 
an  earnelt  defire  of  having  the  Troops  under  the  Duke  of 
Marlhoromh  rccall'd  for  the  Defence  of  their  own  Frontiers, 
\  will  not. pretend  to  determine.  Certain  it  is,  that  whilfl 
the  before-mentioned  Duke  was  ex'pefling  the  ConjunAion  of 
the  Imperialifl-s  upon  the  Mofelie^  the  French  in  the  Netherlands 
march'd  out  of  their  Lines,  and  having  laid  Siege  to  Huy^  car- 
ried that  Place,  after  a  brave  Defence  of  eleven  days  ^  Then 
the  direfting  their  March  to  Liege ^  and  being  without  much 
Oppofition  got  into  the  PofTefTion  of  that  great  City ,  they 
made  vafl  Preparations  for  the  Attacking  of  its  Citadel,  with  al! 
pofhblc  Expedition  and  Vigour,  in  order  to  fecure  and  enlarge 
their  Conquefts  on  that  fide. 

Whilfl  thefe  things  were  tranfaded  by  the  Frevch  on  that 
fide,  the  Dutch  Army  commanded  by  my  Lord  Ovhhirk^^  being 
much  inferior  in  Number,  layftrongly  entrench'd  near  Mae- 
firicht ,  in  hopes  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Duke  of  Marlhoroit^h 
and  the  Confederates  upon  the  A/o fell e-^  but  thelafl  being  not 
flifficiently  prepared  tor  the  intended  Conjun6:ion,  broke  all 
their  Meafures.  For,  though  the  EngUJh^  with  the  greatell 
part  of  their  and  the  Dutch  Auxiliaries,  marched  with  great 
Expedition,  and  the  before-mentioned  Duke  had  an  Intervie'.v 
with  Prince  Lewis  of  B^den  at  R^iflat^  wherein  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Imperial  Army  fhouid  march 
from  the  Vpper  Rhine  to  the  Mofelle^  to  aft  in  Conjundion  w^itli 
the  F.nglijli  and  other  Confederate  Troops  on  that  fide,  yet 
this  Project  came  to  nothing.  'Tis  true  the  Duke  of  M^^.rU 
^<?r</r/^/;  advanc'd  without  any  Oppofition  through  the  difficult 
PalTages  into  the  Valley  of  SyrK^  and  obliged  the  French  to 
abandon  that  advantagious  Camp ;  but  thefe  retreating  into 
their  flrong  Lines,  and  having  deflroy'd  all  the  Forrage  for 
a  great  Traft  of  Ground,  it  was  impoffible  for  the  Confe- 
derates to  expect,  without  imminent  Hazard,  the  Conjunction 
of  the  Imperial  and  fome  other  Troops,  who  being  deftitute 
of  Horfes,  Carriages,  Provifions,  Artillery  and  other  Ne- 
cenarie5,advanc'd  with  very  flow  and  uncertain  IVIarches.  Under 
thefe  Circumftances,  the  great  ProgrefTes  of  the  French  in  the 
Netherlands^  calling  for  prompt  Relief  there,  and  the  Field- 
Deputies  of  the  States  General  of  the  United  ProvifKes^  prefling 
very  hard  upon  that  Point,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  fnw  him- 
fclf  under  an  abfolute  NecelHty  of  complying  with  their  dcfire. 

Q  Purfuant 
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.PurruaAt-i:o..this.  Refolution,  a  Body  of  Palatine  and  fomc 
other  .^uxilisiry  Trcops,  being  left  at  Treves  to  guard  the  Con- 
federate Lliics  and  Magazines  upon  the  M«felle  ^  and  fome 
others  commanded  to  joyn  the  Impcrialifls  on  the  Vpper  Rhme^ 
the  Duke  march'd  with  aH  the  reft  back  to  the  NethcrLi-rJs^ 
with  ^o  much  Expedition,  that  he  obliged  the  Frei:cb  to  give 
over  their  Enterprife  againll  the  Citadel  of  Liege^  to  abandon 
that  City,  and  to  return  into  their  Lines. 

Ko  fooner  had  the  French  Court  received  the  News  of  the 
intended  iVfarch  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  from  the  Mofelle 
to  the  Maefe^  and  of  their  Succefs  in  the  Netherlatids^  but  you 
would  have  been  furpriz'd  to  hear  them  magnifie  the  Con- 
dud  of  the  Marflial  dc  Flllars  (who  commanded  on  the  Fron- 
tiers of  Zorr^m)  beyond  whatever  was  attributed  to  the  mofl 
reiiown'd  Generals  of  Chrillendom  ,  and  to  talk  of  nothing 
luf?,  than  the  regaining  of  all  they  had  loft  the  preceding  Cam- 
paigns, both  on  the  Vfper  Rhlne^  and  in  the  Netherlands^  efpe- 
ciafly  in  the  fir  ft,  where,  after  the  abandoning  and  deftroying 
of  the  Lines  and  vaft  Magazines  of  Treves  by  7000  Palatines^ 
(left  there  by  the  Confederates  to  guard  them,)  without  any 
Oppolition,  and  the  taking  of  Htmhurg  by  the  French^  (afcer 
a  (lender  Defence)  they  thought  now  of  no  lefs  than  the 
forcing  of  the  Imperial  Lines  of  Lauterhurg ,  and  befieging 
Landau^  whilft  the  Generals  of  the  Imperial  and  Confederated 
Forces  on  the  Vf^er  Rhine  delay'd  their  Conjundiion,  upon 
various  Pretenfions  and  Difputes,  It  can't  be  deny'd,  but  that 
the  Fiench  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  World  to  rejoyce  at  their 
having  diverted  a  rnoft  terrible  Storm ,  that  threatned  them 
fo  near  home,  and  to  be  ready  to  improve  fo  great  an  Advan- 
tage to  the  utmoft ,  when  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor 
Leaf  old  I.  having,  not  a  little  embroiled,  or  at  leaft  retarded  the 
Councils  and  Meafiires  of  the  Court  oiFienna^  this  appear'd  too 
favourable  an  Opportunity  to  be  flip'd,  to  repair  in  fome  mea- 
fure  their  Reputation  and  LofTes  of  the  laft  Campaign,  and 
that  at  a  Coniunclure  vrhen  the  whole  Kingdom  of  France 
was  under, iipfmall  Apprehenlions  of  the  Danger  that  threat- 
ned theni.  :  '^  ),A   _  ' 

^  'Tis  true  jthe  prefent  young  Emperor  Jofefh  L  as  he_  has 
Ihewn  himfeif  upon  divers  Occafions  (whilft  yet  King  of  the 
Romansya.  very  a(^ive  Prince,  and  one  who#;ldom  fided  with 

the 
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the  violent:  Councils  and  Piojecls  of  the  Jefuits  and  their  Party, 
fo,  at  his  firfl  Acceflion  to'the  Throne,  he  lefc  nothing  undone 
thau  mi,?,ht  reduce  his  Councils  to  more  unanimous  and  fpeedy 
Refolutions  and  Executions  of  their  Deiigns,  than  had  been 
obferved  hitherto.  But  'ho:  Ovm  hie  Lahor^  this  proved  a  Task 
not  only  of  Tinie  and  DifHculty,  bat  alfo  of  fome  dangerous 
Confequence,  unlefs  managed  with  the  utmoft  Caution  and 
Dexterity.  I  judge  I  cannot  give  you  either  a  more  authen- 
tick  or  more  convincing  Infcance  upon  this  Point,  than  the 
Exprcftions  of  Father  Wildman  the  Jefuit ,  in  his  Sermon 
prcach'd  at  the  College  of  that  Society,  when  they  were  cele- 
brating the  Obfeqiiies  of  the  late  Emperor  Leopold  I.  As  he 
look'd  upon  hinifclf  doubrlefs  upon  that  folemn  Occafion,  as 
the  Mouth  and  Oracle  of  his  Order,  (6  he  laid  hold  of  this 
Opportunity  to  magniiie  their  pretended  Services  and  Coun- 
cils to  the  Houfe  o"^  Aujh-'ix  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  make  the 
Protedion  they  had  always  afforded  to  his  Fraternity,  and  their 
SvibmifTion  to  their  Councils,  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  Foun- 
dntion-flone  of  their  Profperity  and  Glory ;  not  forgetting  to 
alledge,  among  other  things  of  this  nature,  tbat  this  was  one 
of  the  main  Heads  recommended  by  the  Eniperor  Ferdinand 
to  his  SuccclTor  the  latel ;  deceafed  Lecpotd  I.  to  take  the 
Jcfuits  for  his  Guides.  But  the  Good  Father  Wildman  found 
him felf  deceived  in  his  Expectation,  when  by  the  Banifnment 
inflifted  upon  him  by  the  prefent  Emperor  Jofeph  I.  he  feem'd 
to  manifeft  to  all  the  World,  that  he  was  not  inclin'd  to  truft 
his  Affairs  to  fuch  violent  and  dangerous  Guides. 

Whilft  the  Imperial  Courts  was  employed  in  redrefling 
the  Abufes  ilip'd  into  their  Government  during  the  late 
Reign,  and  endeavouring  to  find  out  proper  Expedients  for 
the  Conjundion  of  the  Confederated  Forces  of  the  Empire  on 
t\\cVffer  Rhine ^  x.\\t  French^  who  now  by  the  regaining  of  Huy^ 
by  the  Confederacy  in  the  Netherlands  ^  had  laid  afide  all 
Thoughts  of  any  further  good  Succefs  on  that  fide  for  this 
Campaign,  were  neverthelefs  not  backwards  to  try  their  For- 
tune upon  the  ZJpper  Rhi-is, 

Notwithftanding  the  Marfhal  dc  Villars^  after  his  coming 
from  the  Mofelle  to  the  Rhine^  had  been  obliged  to  fend  a  con- 
liderable  Reinforcement  from  his  Army  to  the  Eledor  of  Ba- 
vnrid  and  the  Marfhal  de  f^illeroy^  the  better  to  enable  them 
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to  maintain  thaiiTclves  in  their  Lines  m  t\\t  Netherlands-^  not- 
wiiiillanding  all  this  I  niy,the  jFrrwc/?  peiiifiiingintheirRefolution 
of  reducing  L^»^^«  by  a  formal  Siege,  the  faid  IVIarfhai  march'd 
with  the  whole  Army  towards  Crown  Wcijfenbitrgh^  in  order  to 
rf,j. 2,  foixe  the  Lines  there  ^  Thc^e  being  only  the  outward  Lines  of 
the  iMperialijls^  (lightly  raifed,  and  flenderly  g-aarded,  to  pre- 
vent any  fudden  approach  of  the  French  to  their  ftrong  Lin^s 
of  Laiiterhurgh  (\vhei-e  the  grcatefl  part  of  the  Imperial  Army 
was  pofted)  the  Frerichr^tt  with  no  great  oppofition  in  that  piece 
of  Service,  thofe  few  Troops  that  were  pofted -there,  rather 
toobfervc  the  Enemy,  than  to  engage  them,  retreating  in  to- 
lerable good  Order  with  inconfidLrahle  Lofs ;  except  fomethat 
were  made  Prifoners  of  W<x\'  in  the  Town  of  Crown  Weijfenburgh. 
The  French  Army  encouraged  with  hopes  of  farther  fuccefs  on 
that  fide,  advanced  towards  the  before-mentioned  Imperial 
Lines  of  Lautcrhurgh  •,  but  meeting  with  a  very  hot  Reception 
on  all  the  Avenues  and  Palles  leading  to  thefe  Lines,  the  Mar- 
ihal  de  VilUrs^  after  fome  lofs,.  thought  fit  not  to  expqfe  his 
Reputation  and  Troops  any  further  upon  fo  hazardous  an  En- 
terprizc. 

Tho"",.  3s  I  told  you.  Both  thefe  Anions  happened  without 
any coniidcrable  Lofs  on  either  Ude,  yet  was  {\\^French  Court 
not  a  little  Mortify'd  at  this  difappointment,  v/hich  being  re- 
prefentcd  before  as  alm.oft  infallible  to  keep  their  own.  Sub- 
jcds  in  Kcart,  and  to  over-awe  the  Spaniards^  they  began  to 
dread  the  Effccls  of  them,  and  to  look  upon  them  as  the  fore- 
runners of  feme  other  flnifltr  Events  on  that  fide,  fo  foon  as 
the  Conjunftron  of  the  Imperial  and  Confederate  Forces  on  the 
Zipper  Rhine  fhould  be  effccled  ;  but  if  they  were  lurprized  with 
this  unexpected  News,,  they  were  alraofl:  Thunder-llruck  with 
what  cajne  to  their  Ears  foon  after.  This  was  the  forcing  of 
their  Lines  in  the  Netherlands  by  the  Confederate  Forces  under 
the  Dake  of  Marlhorov.gh^  againfl  which  they  thought  them- 
felves  fo  fecure  at  that  time  in  the  French  Court,  that  they 
boafled  of  nothing  fb  much  as  the  ftrength  and  goodnefs  of 
their  Troops  on  that  fide,  and  that  they  intended  to  face  the 
Enemy  without  their  Lines,  having  for  that  purpofe  fo  weaken- 
ed their  Army  on  the  Upper  Rhine^  that  they  were  not  in  a  ca- 
pacity to  act  with  fuccefs  againfc  the  Imperialifis.. 


Kot- 
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Kotwitbflandiiig  this  entire  fecurity  of  tlie  Frc?uh  Court", 
you  mull:  obfervc,  that  the  before-mentioned  Duke,  with  the 
other  chief  Generals  of  the  En^lifli  and  Dutch  Army  having 
taken  a  narrow  view  of  thefe  Lines,  in  order  to  attack  them, 
and  communicated  their  Refolution  to  the  States  o^  the  Vnited 
Provinces^  fwho  left  the  whole  to  their  Conduft  and  Prudence) 
this  Project  met  neverthelefs  with  feme  oppofition  in  the  firffc 
Council  of  War  held  upon  that  S-iibjcvl:  from  divers  o^  the 
Dutch  General  Oilicers,  till  in  the  fecond  Monileur  Overkerkj 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hejfs  Caffel^  the  Count  de  Noyelles^ 
and  fome  others  of  the  chief  Generals  fiding  with  the  Duke  of 
A'larlboroua h  diXiA  the  Ei'?glijh  Generals,  the  faid  Attack  was  VP'-^ulyijJ 
iitively  refolved  upon-,  This  Deiign  being  to  be  earry'd  on  vrith 
all  polTible  fecrecy,  and  confequentiy  with  all  imaginable  expe- 
dition, the  Army  under  the  Command  of  Monlie-ur  Ovcricrl^ 
was  Commanded  the  fame  Afternoon,  to  march  towiirds  Bvr^ 
dlne^  on  tl;e  other  fide  of  the  River  Mehaign^  whilft  the  Duke, 
with  the  ENcrlifj^  was  to  make  a  motion  to  deceive  the  Enemy 
into  an  Opinion,  as  if  they  advanced  that  way,  in  order  to  fup- 
port  the  Dutch  Army,  in  their  Attacks  upon  the  Lines  near 
Alefelen  ^  where  being  much  weaker ,  than  in  any  other 
part,  the  Fre/;c/;  were  To  eahly  enfnared  by  this  Stratagem,  that 
without  any  further  delay ,  they  drew  their  main  Strength 
that  way,  leaving  the  relt  but  very  indifferently  guarded,  tho' 
at  the  fame  time  the  Confederates  had  fent  a  ftrong  Detach- 
ment towards  Heylijljem^  where  the  French  Lines  were  reputed 
ro  be  in  the  beft  Condition  of  Defence.  But  this  being  look'd 
upon,  among  their  Generals,  as  a  Faint  only  of  the  Enemy,  to 
facilitate  their  Entrance  into  the  Lines  near  Aiejfelen  ,  they 
perfifted  in  their  Refolution,  of  drawing  their  whole  Army 
that  way,  and  to  leave  only  a  Body  of  about  twenty  Bavarian 
Squadrons,  and  the. like  number  of  French  Batallions,  to  guard 
the  reft. 

This  being  not  unperccived  by  the  Cortftderates,  they  de- 
camped in  the  Night  time  ^  and  the  Dutch  Army  having  pafs'd 
the  Mehaign^  march'd  in  Conjun(rtion  with  the  EngUjh  towards 
Heylijhem^  with  fuch  expedition,  f  hat  they  entred  the  Lines  on 
that  fide,  without  the  leaft  oppofition:  'Tis  true,  the  before- 
mentioned  Body  of  Bavarians  2\\(\  Frewc/j  advanced  with  all  pof-^*'^^^" 
llble  fpeed  ,  in  order  to  drive  the  firft  Troops  of  the  E- 
nemy  thence  j  but  being   rcpulfed  with  great  Jlaughter,  were 
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forc'd  to  make  a  diforderly  Retreat  ^  Tlie  Elector  of  Bavaria^ 
and  the  Marflial  de  Villeroy  judging  it  too  hazardous  to  engage^ 
the  wliole  Army,  after  the  defeat  of  fo  confiderable  a  Body  of 
their  bell  Troops  retreated  to  Louz\ih!^  with  the  River  Dy/e  ia_ 
the  Front  of  their  Camp,  looking  upon  this  as  the  mofl:  advanta- 
geous PoU  (as  actually  it  was)  to  ftop  the  further  progrefs  of 
the  Confederate  Forces  on  that  lide.  The  lofs  of  the  French 
and  Bavarians  was  very  confiderable  upon  this  occalion,  there 
being  above  looo  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  about  1500  taken 
Prifouers,  that  were  left  behind  on  the  other  fide  of  the  River 
Ceete^  which  they  were  forc'd  to  pafs  with  great  precipitation, 
and  to  break  down  the  Bridges  behind  them,  to  fhelter  them- 
felves  againft  the  purfuitof  the  Enemy  •,  not  to  mention  thofe 
taken  in  Tirlemont^  and  divers  other  places  (within  the  faid 
Lines)  who  were  forced  to  furrender  to  the  Allies  at  Dif- 
cretion. 

This  unexpeded  News  coming,  as  I  told  you,  upon  the  neck  of 
their  late  ill  fuccefs  in  Germany ^  no  wonder  if  they  were  not  a 
little  llartled  thereat,  fincethey  now  began  to  fear  no  lefs  than 
a  mofl  powerful  irruption  into   the  SpaniJJj  Netherlands^  which, 
if  effecled,  would  infallibly  be  follow'd  by  the  Conqueftof  Lou- 
vain^  Bnijjels^  Antwerp^  Bru^es^  and  in  fliort,  by  all  the  places 
they  v^^ere  pofTefsM  of  in  thofe  Parts,  there  being  fcarce  any 
of  them  in  a  Condition  to  refifl  (for  any  confiderable  time)  fo 
potent  and  vidorious  an  Army.   The  Duke  QtMarlboroughhtm^^ 
not  ignorant  of  this  advantage,  and  knowing  that  the  only 
obflacle  which  flood  in  his  way  to  accomplifh  fo  great  a  Work, 
was  the  River  I^j/^,  it  was  refoiv'd  in  a  Council  of  War  to  at- 
tempt its  Paflage  betwixt  Lovain  and  the  Village  of  Neder  Yjhe^ 
where  they  had  Advice,  that  the  Paffes  were  but  indifferently 
guarded  ;  Accordingly  a  confiderable  Body  of  Horfe  and  Foot 
being  detacb'd  for  that  purpofe  in  the  Night  tfme,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  whole  Army,  they  began  to  lay  their  Bridges  in 
two  feveral  places  by  Day   break  ,   and   about    i5oo   Men, 
mofl  Granadeers  and  Fufileers,  having  pafs'd  the  River  with- 
out any  confiderable  refiflancc  from  the  French  that  guarded  the 
Pafs,  began  to  entrench  themfelves  on  theoppofitc  fide,  in  ex- 
pectation of  being  foon  fupported  by  their  whole  Army.     The. 
fame  was  fcarce  come  to  the  River,  when  at  the  fame  time  the 
French  Army  (who  having  got  timely  intelligence  of  the  Mo- 
tions of  the  Confederates,  had  begun  their  March  alfo  about 
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Midniglit;  appear'd  in  fi^Iit,  and  advanciii'/,  to  the  P^iver  with' 
all  poriible  hafte,  poftcd  themfelves  on  the  riilng  Grouxids :  Tiie 
Confederate  Generals  feeing  themfelves  thus  prerentcd  by  the 
vigilancy  of  the  Enemy,  it  was  thought  moH  convenient,  im- 
mediately to  order  their  Troops  on  the  other  jide  of  the  Byie^ 
to  repafs  that  River,  which  they  effected  fuccefsfully  without 
any  conhderable  lofs,  they  having  fcarce  a  hundred  Men  kill'd 
and  wounded  upon  this  occafion,  whereas  the  Fremh  during  the 
A(ftion,  fuffer'd  not  a  little  from  the  Enemies  Cannon  planted 
on  two  Batteries  on  the  oppolite  iide  of  the  River. 

It  was  immediately  after,  that  a  Body  of  Dutch  Troops 
drawn  together  in  Flanders  (in  order  to  give  a  diverfion  to 
the  French  and  Spaniards  on  that  fide)  fuccefsfully  broke  through 
their  Lines,  and  pafling  the  Canal  betv/ixt  Ghent  and  Bruaes^ 
exacled  heavy  Contributions,  and  upon  the  approach  of  a  ilrong 
Body  drawn  out  of  the  Neighbouring  Garrifbns,  retreated  in 
good  Order  without  receiving  the  leafl  Damage.  This  Ex- 
ploit, which  at  another  time  would  have  made  no  fmall  noife 
in  France^  was  fcarce  talk'd  of  at  Court  at  this  Conjuncture, 
when  feeing  themfelves  relieved  from  the  fear  of  the  Confede- 
rate Armies  pafTing  the  F>yle^  they  wei'e  not  backward  ot  mag- 
nifying this  Adion  to  their  advantage,  together  with  the  Pru- 
dence and  Conducl  of  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria^  and  the  Marlhal 
of  Villeroy^  as  alfo  the  good  Condition  of  their  Troops  in  the 
Netherlands^  which  was  given  out  to  be  fuch,  as  not  in  the  lealt 
to  fear  all  the  Efforts  could  be  made  againlt  them  by  the  Con- 
federate Army,  tho'  in  effect  they  dreaded  them  more  than  the 
refl  of  the  whole  Power  of  the  Allies. 

For  it  is  to  be  obferv'd.  That  fince  the  unexpec'ted  March 
of  the  Duke  of  Aiarlhorongh  to  the  Danube^  the  enfuing  Battle 
of  Hochfiet^  and  his  late  Attempt  upon  the  Afoftlle^  the  French 
Court  became  more  and  more  fenfible  of  the  Zeal,  wherewith 
England  and  Holland  efpoufcd  the  Common  Caufe,in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  great  End  of  this  War,  which  was  to  reflore  the  true 
Ballance  of  Europe,  by  fixing  the  Spanifh  Dominions  in  the  Houfe 
oiAuftrla :  As  thcy  were  farther  convinced  of  this  Truth  by  their 
forcing  of  the  Lines,  not  many  Weeks  before,  and  divers  other 
Exploits,  that  they  had  learned  the  Art  of  Secrefy  beyond 
what  ever  could  be  expected  from  a  Free  Government,  where 
commonly  their  Deiigus  pafs  through  many  hands ;  fo  they 
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had  been  taught  by  woful  Experience,  that  in  tlic  PciTon  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  (who  commanded  the  Confederate 
Army  in  the  Netherlands  \^  chief,)  they  had  met  vvifh  a  Gene- 
ral, who  inftead  of  prolonging  the  War,  (as  is  too  frequently 
pradifed)  let  not  flip  the  leaft  Opportunity  of  reducing  his 
Enemy  to  fuch  a  Condition  ,  as  to  render  him  delirous  of 
fuch  a  Peace ,  as  might  abfolutely  anfwcr  the  End  of  the 
Grand  Alliance. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  French  Court  had  more  rcafon 
than  ever  to  be   convinced  of  this  Truth:    For  the  fald  Duke 
having  found  means  to  pafs  the  River  Dyle^  and  the  Rivulet 
call'd  the  Larje^  had  in  concert  with  Monficur  de  Overklrk^  who 
commanded  the  Dutch  Army,    refolved  to  attack  ttie  French 
Army     under    the    Eledor     of  Bavaria   and    the   Marfhal 
ds  Filleroy^  moll  advantageoully  encamp'd   behind    the   River 
Jlhe^  with  the  Wood  of  Soignes  on  their  Right,    and  the  Dyle 
on  their  Left.     But,  as  fo  great  a  Defign  could  not  be  put  in 
Execution  without  being   communicated  to  the  three   Field- 
Deputies  of  the  States  General,  who  always  follow  the  Camp 
during  the  Campaign,     and  thcfe  being  unwilling  to  rely  upon 
their  own  Judgment  in  a  matter  of  fo  high  a  Nature,  thought 
fit  to  ask  the  Advice  of  a]l  the  Dutch  Generals:    Thefe  were 
unanimoufiy  of  Opinion,  that  by  reafon  not  only  of  the  advan- 
tageous Situation  of  the  Enemies  Camp,  with  th-e  .River  Ijhe 
in  Front,  and  the  Wood  of  Soignes   on  the  Right,  but  alfo  of 
the  difficult  PafTage  of  the  Avenues  leading  unto  it,  (being  full 
of  Hedges  and  Shrubs,  and  for  the  moll  part  fortify'd  by  In- 
trenchments)    the  attacking  of  them  at  this  time  would  be 
fubjecT:  to  many  Hazards,   efpccially  Iince  they  found  them- 
felves  di'fappointed  in  their  Defign  of  attacking  the  Flank  of 
the  Enemies  right  Wing,  through  the  Wood  of  Solgnes.    For, 
though  fome  Squadrons   of  Spanifh  Dragoons,  with  fome  Ba- 
tallions  of  Foot,  polled  in  that  Wood,  had  been  chafed  thence 
with  good  fuccefs,  yet  they  being  provided,  with  feveral  En- 
trenchments, and  having  cut  down  a  great  number  of  Trees, 
to  render  the  Roads  unpafTable,    the  Engliih  Troops  order'd 
that  way,  found  it  impradicable  to  penetrate  through  the  faid 
Wood.     The  Dutch  Field  Deputies  at  that  time  were  Monfieur 
Rorvenvort  Van   Heemsksrkj,  and  J^'^an  Schagen^  who  inclining    to 
the  lefs  hazardous  fide,  and  confequently  rather  to  follow  the 
Opinion  of  their  own  Generals  than  that  of  the  Duke  oi  Marl- 
borough^ 
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borough,  and  their  own  Field  Marfhal  Monlkur  eTOverherk^ 
could  not  be  induc'd  to  give  their  Confent,  to  the  intended  at- 
tacking of  the  French  in  their  Camp,  fo  that  the  whole  Defign 
was  laid  afide,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  Duke  of  Afarlborough^ 
who  did  declare  openly,  that  the  fairefl:  Opportunity  of  giving 
another  fatal  Blow  to  France^  was  wrefted  out  of  his  Hands, 
by  the  over-cautioufnefs  of  the  Dutch  Deputies,  and  their  Ge- 
nerals. 

Various  were  the  Opinions  of  the  moft  able  Politicians  a- 
mong  us  upon  this  important  Point ,  fome  fiding  with  the 
Dutch,  others  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.  Thofe  that  were 
for  the  firft,  alledg'd,  that  the  Hollanders  being  more  nearly 
concern'd  than  the  reft  in  the  Matter,  by  reafon  of  the  Vici- 
nity of  their  Frontiers,  which  muft  needs  be  expofed  to  great 
Danger,  in  cafe  any  finifter  Accident  Ihoiild  have  befallen  their 
Army,  they  were  not  to  be  blamed  if  they  aded  with  the 
utmoft  Caution,  in  an  Affair  of  fuch  Confequence  ;  befides 
that,  the  Affairs  of  the  Confederacy  being  then  in  a  profperous 
State,  there  was  but  little  occafion  to  hazard  their  Army  upon 
odds  againft  a  potent  Enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  fuch  as  were 
for  the  Duke  of  Afarlborough,  applauded  his  Condud  and  Re- 
folution,  and  blamed  the  over-cautioufnefs  of  the  i)«rcj^,  fince 
fcarce  ever  any  great  Actions  were  either  undertaken  or  ac- 
complifh'd  without  confiderable  hazards  and  great  Obftacles : 
Thefe,  faid  they,  tho'  they  might  be  none  of  the  leaft,  yet 
they  would  fcarce  have  prov'd  infurmountable,  to  thofe 
Troops  who  had  furmounted  the  fame  Difficulties  at  the  Schel- 
lenberg  and  at  Bleinheim^  and  that  not  without  fome  difidvan- 
tage  in  reference  to  their  Number,  whereas  at  that  time  they 
had  the  fuperiority  (in  that  refped)  of  the  Enemy  in  the  Ne- 
therlands. They-extoU'd  the  Stedfaftnefs  and  Faithfulnefs  of 
the  faid  Duke,  to  the  common  Caufe  of  the  Confederacy,  fince 
by  giving  another  Blow  to  the  French  fvv'hich  muft  uuavoid- 
ably  have  been  follow'd  by  the  lofs  of  the  beft  part  of  the 
Spanifl}  Netherlands)  he  would  have  prcpar'd  the  way  to  a  fudden 
and  glorious  Peace. 

But  whatever  might  be  the  Sentiments  of  unbyafs'd  Per- 
fons,  upon  a  Matter  whertof  they  i'jdged  more  by  guefs 
than  knowledge ;  the  French  Court,who  v.eremoie  nearly  con- 
cerned in  this  Point,  were  fure  not  to  be  backv/ard  to  improve 
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this  opportunity  to  ^lieir  advantage,  by  endeavouring  to  fo;^ 
the  Seeds  of  Civilian  ,  or  at  leaft  to  create  fome  Jealoufie  be- 
twixt tlic  EngUJl]  and  Dutch \  For  tiiis  end,  their  EmifTaries 
in  Ej^gUnd  (who  as  I  told  you  before,  are  ready  at  all  times 
to  ferve  them  at  a  very  eafie  Rate,J  were  charged  to  exagge- 
rate the  Aih-ont  put  upon  the  Duke  of  Marlboroujrh  by  the 
Field-Deputies  of  the  States  General^  a  fort  of  People  alto- 
gether unacquainted  in  the  Feats  of  Arm:,  whofe  chief  Aim 
being  Self-interefl ,  were  rather  for  Protrar>in':!;  than  for 
Finiihing  the  War,  fince  by  the  vafl  Sums  of  Money 
tranfn-iitted  thither  yearly  out  of  Engla-nd  for  the  Payment 
of  their  Troops,  and  divers  other  Advantages  they  had  got 
over  them  by  way  of  Traffick,  they  were  rather  Gainers  than: 
Lofers  by  the  War,  and  enrich'd  themlclves  at  tire  Expcnce 
of  the  Ef7glijh.  They  did  not  forget  (as  I  underftood  fince) 
apon  this  Occafion,  to  infinuate  into  their  Country-men,  that 
i\)t  Affront  put  upon  the  Duke  being  too  grofs  to  be  digefted, 
jhere  v/as  not  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  he  would  refent  it, 
at  leaft  thus  far,  as  not  to  acl  for  the  future  in  Conjunftioa 
with  them,  but  to  command  the  Forces  in  the  Englifh  Pay. 
Icparately  from  theirs:  In  effeft,  as  the  French  Court  were 
fufficiently  feniible  of  the  Benefit  they  might  reap  from  fuch 
a  Separation  ;.  fo  they  left  no  Stone  unturn'd  to  obtain  their 
Aim  in  this  Point. 

It  was  upon  this  Score ,  I  mean  in  order  to  widen  this 
Breach ,  that  it  was  moft  indullrioufly  fpread  throughout 
irhe  United  Provinces ,  that  the  Complaints  made  by  the 
E/uke  of  Marlhoroi/gh,  in  the  Poltfcript  of  his  Letter  fent  to 
the  States  General^  tending  to  no  lefs  than  the  Pretenlion  of 
^n  abfolute  fway,  without  Controul,  in  the  Army;  they  would' 
ill  a  little  time  lee  themfelves  reduced  to  a  Necellity  either 
of  fubmitting  to  his  Pleafure,  or  elfe  of  feeing  themfelves  de- 
prived (at  leaft  in  a  great  Meafure)  of  the  AfTiftance  of  the 
Ef^glljlj  •,  Since  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the  Duke,  who 
had  fb  great  an  Influence  upon  the  Councils  of  the  Englifh 
Court,  would  not  pafs  by  fuch  an  Affront,  without  revenging 
himfelf  upon  thofe  that  were  the  Authors  of  it.  Nay,  they 
proceeded  much  further  in  this  Point,  divers  Pamphlets  being 
fpread  abroad,  that  the  Duke  aim'd  at  no  lefs  than  the  Stadt- 
holderfhip  ofEJoI/and^  that  he  had  neglected  the  Opportunity  of 
preventing  the  French^  in  pofTefrmg  himfelf  of  the  Camp  of  ?^r^, 
immediately  after  the  forcing  of  the  Lines,  with  feveral  other 
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Reflections  of  this  Nature,  fuch  as  they  judged  moft  fuitable  to 
anfwer  their  End,which  was  to  create  a  Jealoufie  in  a  People,\vho, 
as  they  had  always  been  tenacious  of  their  Lib£;rty,  fo,  the  bet- 
ter to  fecure  it,  had,  fince  the  Death  of  King  William  III.  quite 
abolifii'd  that  Dignity  in  their  Common-wealth, notwithftanding 
fome  of  their  Neighbouring  Princes,  whofe  Frienddiip  they 
ftood  in  need  of,  fcem'd  to  court  them  upon  that  account, 
and  that  they  were  not  infenfible  of  certain  inconveniencies 
which  of  necefiity  muft  attend  this  remarkable  alteration,  in 
the  Original  Conflitution  of  their  Government.  But  after  all 
their  endeavours  to  embroil  thefe  two  Nations  ,  they  had 
the  mortification  to  fee  themfelves  once  more  quite  deceived  in 
their  hopes,  by  the  lingular  Prudence  of  the  States  General, 
and  the  great  Moderation  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  who 
having  received  the  dellr'd  fatisfidion  upon  this  Head,  from 
the  States,  concluded  the  Campaign  with  levelling  the  French 
Lines,  and  with  the   taking  of  S.  Lswe^  and  of  Samvlut. 

The  French  being  convinced  by  woful  Experience,  that  not- 
withftanding the  great  Advantages  they  feem'd  to  have  over  the 
Confederates  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  thefe  had  gain'd 
Ground  upon  them  every  Campaign,  and  confequently  fore- 
feeing  that  they  were  not  likely  to  maintain  themfelves  en- 
tirely in  the  Spanip  Dominions,  began  to  make  certain  Propo- 
fitions  of  Peace,  which  they  pretended  to  obtain  by  a  Parti- 
tion of  the  Spanifi  Monarchy.  As  they  had  been  tampering 
with  the  Pope  a.confiderable  time  before,  about  a  Neutrality  in 
/f^/>',  fo  it  was  now  to  him,  they  made  their  firfl;  Application 
for  a  Mediator  ;  but  the  Differences  arofe  betwixt  that 
Court  and  the  Emperor,  having  rendred  his  Holinefs  alto- 
gether incapable  of  the  Quality  of  a  Mediator  in  refped  to 
the  Confederated  Roman  Catholich  Princes,  and  the  Proteflaiits 
being  not  likely  to  embrace  his  Mediation  upon  a  double  fcore 
(I  mean  as  well  in  reference  of  his  partiality  as  a  Religious  Ac- 
count) the /vewc/?  Courts,  had  rccourfe  to  their  old  Friends  tiic 
Swifs  Cantons.  Unto  thefe  they  reprefented  the  Glory'and 
Advantage  they  might  reap  from  fuch  a  Mediation,  by  rellor- 
ing  Peace  and  Tranquility  to  Europe.  Some  amojig  them  whoic 
inclinations  were  for  France^  were  fo  far  beguiled  by  this  fpeci- 
ous  Bait,  that  they  not  only  promis'd  their  Endeavours,  but 
alfo  at  the  fame  time  folicited  the  reft  to  concur  with  them  in 
the  propofcd  Mediation.    Bnt  the  better  and  wifer  part  of  the 
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Cnntons,  betn^  fcafiblc,  that  a  Treaty  of  Partition  would  at 
tltis  Conjauclure  fcarce  meet  with  a  t  ivou.rable  acceptance  from 
the  Confederacy,  who  they  very  well  knew  aimM  at  no  lefs  than 
the  rettlin2;af  King  Charles  III.  on  the  So.":'//?;  Throne,  and  all 
its  Dominions,  they  wifely  con fider'd,  that  there  was  but  lit- 
tle profpeci:  either  of  Glory  or  Advantage  to  be  reapM  by  this 
Mediation,  and  that  confequently  tlio/  ought  not  to  charge 
themfelves  with  a  Burthen,  which  would  prove  too  heavy  for 
their  Shoulders. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  Repulfes,  the  French  Court  being 
refolved  to  leave  nothing  unyttempr>  a  ui  this  Pointy  thought 
it  expedient  to  feel  the  Fulfe  of  tlit:  //o/Z-^/i'derj,  with  an  In- 
tention either  to  dive  into  their  real  Ser.timents  in  ivferenee 
to  a  Peaces  or  at  kail",  to  create  fome  Jeaioufies  betwixt 
tlveni  and  the  reft  of  the  Confederacy,  as  if  they  were  making 
fome  Steps  towards  a  Separate  Peace.  It  mult  be  ccufefs'd, 
to  the  eternal  Honour  of  the  French^  that  as  they  are  never 
fparing  in  fupplying  their  Minifters  abroad ,  with  whatever 
may  be  requilite  to  maintain  both  their  Character  and  Int'Jslli- 
gence ,  fo  generally  they  employ  Perfons  qualify'd  in  ail  re- 
Ipedts  for  thofe  Purpofes  they  are  fent  for :  But  at  the  fame 
time  it  is  undeniable,  that  at  this  juncT-ure  they  fent  upon  fo 
nice  and  weighty  an  Errand,  a  Perfon,  who,  in  my  Judg- 
ment, had  the  lealt  Pretenfion  to  it  in  the  World  ;  whether 
it  were,  that  they  were  under  a  Neceffity  of  employing  any 
one  (without  any  further  regard  to  his  Qiialifications)  that 
could  obtain  a  Pafs  from  the  States  of  HolU-ad^  or  for  fome 
other  fecret  Reafons  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine.  How- 
ever as  I  know  the  Perfon  by  light,  and  have  his  Charader 
from  unqueftionable  hands,  and  had  fome  little  Acquain- 
tance with  his  Father  a  confiderable  time  ago  in  Holland^  I 
can't  forbear  to  give  you  a  rough  Draught  of  a  Perfon  eni- 
ploy'd  by  the  French  Court  upon  ^o  weighty  a  Bufinefs. 

His  Name  was  Helvetim  *,  he  is  the  Son  of  an  Emperick  in 
Holland ,  of  a  very  mean  Extradtion ,  who  having  fpent  his 
younger  Days  in  drudging  in  a  Chymical  Labor  at  ory^  and  by 
that  means  obtained  fome  general  Knowledge  of  that  Art, 
tame  above  40  Years  ago  into  Holland  ^  at  which  time  Chy- 
miftry  being  not  fo  generally  pradifed.  in  thofe  Parts  as  now- 
a-daysi  Ke  by  his  noble  Confidence  and  volubility  of  Tongue, 
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gaVn'd  fuch  an  Afjcndent  over  the  unexperienced  Multf^ 
tude  ,  as  in  a  little  time  to  become  Famous  among  them, 
(  efpeci.illy  for  the  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe)  under  .the 
Title  of  i\{Z  German  Boll  or  ^  his  real  Name  being  unknown  to 
this  day,  fince  that  of  Hdvettm  he  alTamed  from  the  Place  of 
his  Kativity,  (  he  being  a  Svpifs )  judging  that  a  Latin  Name 
might  ferve  as  a  main  Ingrcdicnc  to  help  to-raife  his  Reputa- 
tion ,  tho'-igh  himfelf  fcarce  ur.derflrood  one  word  of  Latin 
b:fides  hi?  Name.  A  younger  Son  of  this  Dc^or  or  Empi- 
rick,  what  you  p'eafe  to  call  him,  inheriting  moft  of  the  Qiia- 
lities  of  his  Father,  went  before  he  was  Twenty  Years  of  Age, 
(after  h-^ving  fcarce  pafs'd  the  School-Learning)  into  Frar.ce^ 
where  f  jilowing  his  Father's  Method  and  Footfteps,  he  firft 
j;aiaM  fome  Repute  among  the  Foreigners  afterwards  in  the 
City  x)f  P^r/V,  and  ac  bil  I  think  was  introduced  to  Madam 
Afaimenorj^  by  whofe  Recommendation  he  was  judged  a  proper 
Subjcd  to  manage  fo  important  an  Affair.  As  he  had  divers 
near  Relations  living  in  Holland^  he  without  much  difficulty 
obtain'd  a  Pafs  from  the  States  General ,  under  Pretence 
of  giving  a  Vifit  to  his  Relations  ^  which  he  did  accordingly 
in  company  of  a  French  Gentleman ,  who  having  been  for- 
merly employ'd  in  the  Quality  of  a  Secretary  in  Foreign 
Affairs,  was  thought  fit  to  be  joyn'd  with  Helve ti us,  of  whofe 
Abilities  in  a  Matter  of  this  Nature,  and  of  fuch  Confequence, 
they  could  not  but  entertain  a  very  indifferent  Opinion, 
though  as  the  Cafe  now  flood,  they  faw  themfelves  obliged  t® 
leave  the  chief  Management  of  the  whole  to  his  Condu(5t. 

The  Event  proved  anfwerable  to  the  Qualifications  of  the 
Perfon  who  was  entnifted  with  it ;  For  though  he  did  not 
want  Afiurance  to  propofe  the  Matter  to  Monfieur  Odyckj 
(lately  deceafed)  and  fome  others  at  the  Hagve^  and  to  pretend 
to  dive  into  the  Secret  :>entiments  of  the  Leading  Men  ia 
the  Government  of  x.\\tVmted  Provinces:,  vc:  he  could  obtain 
no  other  Anfwer,  Than  that  the  States  General  having  engaged 
with  their  Allies  in  this  W  ,  in  order  to  reilcre  the  BaHance 
of  Europe^  and  check  the  e  Tbitant  Power  of  France^  by  fixing 
the  Crown  oi  Spam^  with  :  .  its  Dependencies  and  Dominions, 
on  the  Head  of  King  Cioa-t-'s  III.  the  younger  Brother  of  his 
prefent  Imperial  Majefty  Jofeph  1.  they  "cculd  nor  would 
hearken  to  any  Propofition>,  but  what  entirely  and  abfolutely 
tended  to  aafwer  that  end,  and  that  even  then  they  were  re- 
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.  ioived  not  to  enter  into  any  Treaty  without  the  Knowle'dge 
and  full  Approbation  of  all  their  refpec^ive  Allies.  It  is  no 
dijlicult  Task  to  imagine,  how  plealing  this  Anfwer  was  to 
the  French  Court,  after  having  thus  difcovcred  their  Wcak- 
nefs :  However,  they  had  the  Satisfaction  to  fee  in  fbme  mea- 
fare  the  EfFeds  of  this  MeiTage,  which  was  to  raife  a  jcaloulie 
betwixt  the  Alli«s.;  For,  though  the  States  General  declared 
againit  thefe  Propofitions,  yet  the  faid  NchetrM  tarrying  for 
fome  time  after  in  Holland  (becaufe  the  time  limit-ed  in  his 
Pals  was  not  expired)  certain  Powers  that  were  Members  of 
the  Confederacy,  conceived  a  Miftruft,  and  could  not  forbeaa* 
to  difcover  their  Satisfaction  upon  this  account,  till  Hehethtt 
being  ordered  to  depart  the  Dominions  of  the  Vnited  Pro* 
vimes,  the  whole  Matter  drop'd  without  any  further  ill  Con- 
'*  fequences. 

During  thtfe  Tranfaftions  in  the  Netherlands^  Prince  Lerprs 
of  Baden  having  received  his  Commifiion  of  General  of  the 
Army  of  the  Empire,  from  the  new  Emperor,  left  his  Bed- 
chamber at  ^*^/^^f  (where  he  had  been  indifpofed  for  feveral 

jbig.12.  Months  before)and  arrived  in  the  Camp  at  Stolhoven^  where  in 
a  few  days  after  it  being  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War,  to 
attack  the  Marfhal  de  Pillars  in  his  advantageous  Cam.p  at  the 
Rincherloch  on  this  fide  of  the  Rhine  ^  they  diredkd  their  march 
thither  accordingly :  But  the  Marfhal  de  Millars  miftrufting 
his  new  levied  Troops  (though  not  much  inferior  in  number 
to  thofe  of  the  Empire)  thought  fit  to  quit  that  Pofl,  and  re- 
tire under  the  Fort  of  K'.ehl^  where  in  a  few  days  after  he  re- 
pa  fs'd  the  Rhine ,  as  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  did  foon  after, 
having  left  a  fufficient  number  of  his  Forces  on  the  other  fide 
the  River ,  for  a  Guard  of  the  Lines  of  Stdhoven.  Immedi- 
ately after  Prince  Levpis  having  taken  a  narrow  View  of  the 
French  Lines  near  Vfaffenhoven^  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the 
lame  in  three  feveral  Places,  and  the  Deflgn  executed  with 
fo  much  Conduft  and  Secrecy ,  that  they  penetrated  into 
thefe  Lines  with  the  Lofs  only  of  17  or  18  Men.  The 
Marfhal  de  VilUrs  made  a  fhew,  as  if  he  intended  to  force 
them  thence  again,  and  detach'd  14  or  15  Squadrons  to  at- 
tack the  Count  de  Mercy^  who  had  with  the  Body  under  his 
command  entred  the  Lines  near  Pfajfenhoven^  but  feeing  the 
whole  Imperial  Army  advancing  that  way,    in  order  to  fup- 

Aug.  28.  port  him,  he  retreated  without  any  further  delay  to  Hagnenuu. 
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His  ftay  under  this  place,  was  not  above  two  days  Coritr- 
nuance  •,  For  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  decanipini^  with  his 
whole  Army,  with  an  Intention  to  draw  the-  French  either  into 
a  Battle,  or  elfe  diredly  to  march  towards  Strafburg^  the  Mar- 
^2i\  deFUlars^  not  daring  to  liazard  a  Battle,  was  under  a 
neceflity  of  fecuring  timely  his  retreat  from  Ha^enau  to  the 
City  oiStroihvrg  •,  the  Imperial  Army  being  now  much  fuperior 
in  number  to  his,  by  their  late  Conjunction  with  8oco  or  pooo 
Frujfians. 

By  this  Retreat,  Drufenheim^  HagenM^  and.  Fort^Lewls^  mth  Sept,  i^, 
all  the  circumjacent  Redoubts,  and  other  Towns  ,  being  now 
expofed  to  the  Infults  of  the  Imperialifts ,  they  immediately 
laid  Siege  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Places,  which  having  a  Garrifon 
only  of  300  Men,  was  forced  to  furrender  in  eight  days  at 
Difcretion.  H^g^r.au^  being  a  Place  of  confiderabic  Extent, 
and  fortify 'd  with  vaft  Charge  by  the  French^  it  was  fuppofed 
Prince  Lewis  oi  Baden  would  meet  with  a  vigorous  Oppollrioa 
h-ere,  efpecially  fmce  the  Marihal  de  FilUrs^  during  his  ftay 
under  the  Cannon  of  it,  had  had  fufficient  opportunity  of  pro- 
viding it  with  a  numerous  Garrifon,  and  all  other  Neceflaries 
for  a  brave  Defence.  But  that  General  being  fenfible  of  his 
Weaknefs  and  Inability  of  relieving  the  Place  at  that  Junfture, 
and  that  confequently  it  mult  of  neceiTity  fall  into  the  hands  - 
of  the  Enemy,  had  taken  quite  different  Meafures  ^  judging  it 
more  fuitabie  to  his  prefent  Condition,  to  leave  only  a  Gar- 
rifon of  1 5  or  i5oo  Men  there,  than  to  expofe  a  greater  num- 
ber to  the  hazard  of  being  made  Prifoners  of  War.  Prince 
Lewis  of  Baden,  being  foon  informed  of  the  prefent  Condition 
of  the  Place,  thought  a  moderate  Detachment  under  General 
Thungen  fufficient  to  reduce  it.  The  Befieged  defended  them- 
felves  for  five  or  fix  days,  but  then  beat  a  Parley,  offering  to 
liirrender  upon  honourable  Terms  ^  but  being  told  they  mult 
exped  no  other  than  being  made  Prifoners  of  War  ,  they 
took  a  Refolution  not  unworthy  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Polle- 
rity._  They  had  obfcrved  that  on  one  fide  the  Place  was  either 
notinveflcd,  or  at  leaft  but  ilenderly  guarded,  fo  taking  hold 
of  this  Opportunity,  they  march'd  out  in  the  Kight-time,  and, 
being  refoK-ed  to  fight  th-ir  way  through  all  that  Jhould  oppofe 
them,  they  had  the  good  Fortune  to  retire  to  their  Army  with- 
out any  Oppolition,  they  being  not  perceived  by  the  Enemy, 
till  it  was  too  late,  to  purfus  them. 
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As  by  the  taking  of  Drvfeiihehn:^  tlie  Imperialifls  had  fecured 
all  the  Redoubts  upon  the  Rhir:e  abandou'd  by  the  French^  buc 
efpecially  their  Bridge  over  that  River,  fo  by  the  taking  of 
Hc.genau^  they  being  enabled  to  take  their  Winter  Q^.iarters 
on  the  other  lide  of  the  RWme^  they  did  not  think  fit  to  lay  a 
formal  Siege  to  the  ftrong  Fortrefs  of  Fon-Lew^s  at  this  Seafon, 
being  fufiiciently  convinced  that  their  Forces  might  be  fo 
difpofed  during  this  V.'inter,  as  to  reduce  the  Place  by  Fa- 
inine.  A  Projed  was  alfo  fet  on  foot  to  retake  Homhurg 
before  the  concliilion  of  the  Campaign  ^  but  whilfb  they  were 
contefting  about  what  Forces  fhould  or  ought  to  be  moll  con- 
veniently em.ploy'd  in  that  Enterprize,  the  Seafon  advancing 
a-pace,  and  being,  atsended  with  very  bad  Weather,  this^ 
Defign  was  laid  afide  till  the  next  Campaign.  However  as 
the  Germans  were  but  fo  lately  convinced  of  the  lignal  Incon- 
veniencies  and  Dangers,  that  were  the  necelfary  Confequences 
of. the  long  Marches  to  and  from  their  Winter  Quarters  of 
the  more  remote  Circles  of  Germany^  they  prevail'd  (chiefly 
by  the  Mediation  of  Er^gland  and  Holland^^  with  molt  of  the 
Pi  inces,  to  permit  their  refpective  Troops  to  take  their  Winter 
Quarters  near  the  Vpfer  Rhine ,  a  good  Body  of  Lvnenhnrgers 
in  the  Service  of  England  and  Holland^  being  alfo  about  the 
fame  time  ordered  that  way,  to  quarter  in  the  adjacent  Parts ; 
This  produced  a  double  good  Effed:^  frft  to  keep  Fort-Lewis 
block'd  up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  in  ail  probability  it  may 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Confederates  before  Spring.  And 
idly,  to  have  thefe  Troops  at  hand,  to  ad  with  more  hopes 
of  Succefs  than  before,  when  half  the  time  that  ought  to  have 
been  fpent  in  the  Field,  ufed  to  be  trifled  away  ia  long  and 
tedious  Marches. 

'Tis  now  time  we  take  a  Turn  likewife  to  Italy  ^  to  fee 
whether  the  French  fucceeded  better  there  than  in  Ger- 
many  and  the  Netherlands :  Their  Aim  on  that  fide  being  no 
lefs  than  the  entire  Redudion  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  they 
look'd  upon  it  as  almofc  Infallible  after  the  taking  of  rerue^ 
in  cafe  they  could  prevent  the  Conjundtion  of  the  Imperial 
Army  in /r^/jy,  to  be  commanded  by  that  great  General  Prince 
Eugene  of  Savoy^  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy.  Mirar.dUa  being 
the  only  Place  as  yet  remaining  in  the  Hands  of  the  Impe- 
rialifts,  which  might  facilitate  their  Paffagc  thrGnH,h  the  Man- 
tuan  into  Piemont ,    the  French  had  kept  it  Itraitly  block'd  up 
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during,  the  Wiateis  but  liiiding  the  Garrifon  refblute  to  abidi: 
t lie  iitmofl;,  Extremity  in  hopes  of  timely  P.elief,  the 'French 
befieged  it  In.  form,  before  the  Imperialifls  could  be  iri  a  Con- 
dition to  attempt  it  with  any  Profped  of  Succefs.  'Tis  true^ 
fvince  Eugene  of  Savoy  haftned  upon  the  News  thereof,  with 
all  poflible  fpeed,  his.  Journey  into  Jtnly^  in  hopes  to  find  the 
^■obps  he  was  to  command  in  fuch  a  forward cefs,  as.  to  be 
able  tp -fuceoui-' a  Place,  the  Lo0  vyhereof  they  .were,  fenfible 
they  mufb  feci  to  their  Colt  during  the  reft  of  th6  Campaign'-, 
But  great  part  of  the. Troops  defignM  for  the  Expedition  in 
//■^/y,  being  not  yet  arriv'd,  and  the  ref^  either-  not  in  a.Con- 
dition,Nor  at  leafl;  not  flrong  enough  to  ad,  and  relieve  .the 
Place,  againlt  an  Enemj.much  liiperiot  in  ij^umber  to'tSem,' 
he  was  to  his  great  regret,  obliged  to  be  a  SpVd.^tor  bfa  tAfs, 
which  he  forefaw  would  be  irreparable  to  them  in  this  Cam- 
paign, "after  haviiig  done  all  what  could  be  ex  peered  from  a 
moft  confumraated  General  ^  For  finding,  the.  Enemy  ready  to 
receive  him  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  A/#>c?>,  \yas  forced  to 
give  over  his  Defign  of  pafllng  that'  River /in  fight  of  tbem. 
The  Surrender  of  4^^r^W(?/^ ,  which  was  "tbe  irnmediate  Con- 
fequence  of  this  difappointment,  having  obliged  that  Prince 
to  alter  his  Meafares,'he  tranfported  his  Foot  into  the  Brefcian 
by  the  w^ay  of  the  Lake  de  hi  Guarda^  and  ordering  his  Horfe 
to  march  round  the  Lake  to  rejoyn  his  Hoot,  the  French^  com- 
manded by  the  Grand  Prior  o\  France^  the  Dukeof  ^ew^c/we^s 
Brother,  made  a  Feint  as  if  they  intended  to  attack  them, 
before  the  Horfe  could  coXnt  up  with  him  ^  but  finding  him  too 
flj-ongly  polled,  did  not  think  fit  to  put  it  in  Execution,  con- 
tenting themfelves  to  coop  him  up  among  the  Mountains,  and 
with  preventing  his  pafTage  to  the  River  0'gli<K  Whillf  they 
were  flattering  themfelves' with  thefe  Hopes,  Prince  Fuger.s 
found  m,eans,  with  incredible  Labour  and  Diligence,  to  open 
himfelf  ^  a ,  w^y  through  tht  Mountains  to  the  faid  River,  by 
ca'uling  whole  Woods  of  Shrubs  and  Trees  to  be  cut  down, 
and  unexpecledly  to  get  the  Start  of  the  freac/.;,  who  v;cre  not 
a  little  furprized  vVhen  they  received  the  News  of  the  Attacking 
and  Taking  oi ^Qncim  (uJ)on  th'^  Oglio)\i^  the  faid  Prince, 
whereby  (betides  the  Advanta^i'"of'a'2feat  Magazine  of  Pro-  ■ 
vifioris  laid  up' there  for  the  life,  of  the  French  Army)  f(^jng 
Kimfelf  rvlafter  of  all  the  molt  cOnfidei'ablc"  Pbfts  lipOii'that 
Rivcr^  he  made  a  Feint  of  marching  'WiX.o  'X!t\^ Man^.uan.  Tire 
French'  being  under  this  uncertainty,  whether  his  real  Inten- 
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t^bA^Wcrc  a^ainfl  the  Muntuan  or  the  Milaneze^  it  was  re- 
Iblvcd  in  a  Conference  betwixt  the  Grand  Prior  and  his  Bro-i 
ther  the  Duke  of  Fendofme^  to  inarch  to  Romcmcngo^  as  the 
moil:  convenient  Poflr,  to  watch  narrowly  all  the  Motions  of 
the^  Imperialiils;  but  finding  themfelves  prevented  by  this 
vigilant  General,  they  encamp'd  within  two  Leagues  of  him  in. 
an  advantageous  Poft,  and  at  the  fame  time  being  obliged  to 
fend  a  ftrong  Detachment  to  Vftlano^  to  fecure  their  Commu* 
nication  with  the  M^.nt-uan^  they  were  forced  to  fipply  the 
Defect  of  that  Detachment,  by  another  made  from  the  Army 
.  wnder  the  Duke  of  la  FcidlUde^  then  employed  in  the  Siege 
of  (^ivasj  v</hcreby  the  Duke  of  Savoy  did  receive  the  firlt 
gllmpfe  of  hopes  that  Prince  Eugene  would  give  ^o^  powerful 
a  Diverfion  to  the  Trench^  as  to  make  them  lay  afide  the  in- 
tendfd  Siege  of  Tvrin  \  which  proved  true  in  the  Event. 

^iig^ic.  Yox  Prince  Eugene  lofing  no  Opportunity  of  advancing  into- 
the  Milaineze^  march'd  from  KomMiengo  towards  Cancefo  and 
Trefoj  with  an  Intention  to  pafs  the  Adda  betwixt  thefe  two 
pl^xes,  but  meeting  with  fome  unforefeen  Obftacles  which 
Mndred  his  pailage  there,  he  ordered  a  ftrong  Detachment 
to  fecure  it  over  the  River  near  Faradifa.-^  but  finding  himfelf 
alfo  diiappointcd  in  that  place,  he  left  neverthelefs  a  flrong 
Body  there  to  amufe  the  Enemy,  whilft  he  with  the  reft  ad- 
vanced to  Treviglio.  Here  the  Prince  having  received  certain 
liQtelligence,  that  the  Grand  Prior,  with  the  greateft  part  of 
the  French  Army,  lay  encamped  on  this  fide  of  the  u4dda^ 
ovcF  againft  Cajfano^  v/hilft  the  Duke  of  Fe-adofrm  remained 
with  the  reft  of  the  Army  on  the  oppofite  fide,  to  obfcrve  the 
Motions,  and  difpute  the  pafiing  of  that  River  with  the  Im- 

Aug.ii>  perialifts,  he  refolved  to  attack  immediately  the  firft,  not- 
withftanding  the  advantageous  Situation  of  his  Camp  ,  be- 
twixt the  jidda  and  two  Canals.  Accordingly  the  Imperial 
Army  advancing  to  the  Enemy  about  Noon,  charged  them  fo 
furioufly  on  the  firft  Canal  called  Ritorto  ,  that  they  were 
forced  to  quit  their  Bridge  and  Entrenchments  that  covered 
it,  in  great  Diforder  •,  The  Imperialifts  purfuing  their  Advan- 
tage, feme  pafs'd  the  Canal  over  the  Bridge,  whilft  the  reft 
waded  up  to  the  Arm-pits  through  the  Water :  It  happen'd 
very  opportunely  for  the  French^  that  when  about  fix  Imperial 
and  Pruillan  Regiments  had  pafs'd  the  Canal,  they  received' 
1  Reinforcement  of  feveral  Regiments' of  Dragoons,  from  the 

Duke. 
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Duke  ofrefidofme  •,  thefc  frelh  Supplies  encountring  thel^efore- 
faid  Regiments ,  whofe  Arms  and  Ammunition  were  for  the 
molt  part  wet,  obliged  tlTem  to  repafs  the  faid  Eridge  •,  How- 
ever thcfe  foon  rallying  again  ,  and  being  fapported  by  frclh 
Troops ,  drove  the  Fremh  from  the  Bridge  a  fecond  time , 
pafs'd  the  Canal  once  more,  and  charg'd  the  Left  Wing  of 
the  French  fo  vigoroufly,  that  they  retired  in  great  Confullou 
to  the  Bridge  of^Cafflwo^  to  Ihelter  themfelves  againfl.  the  pin*- 
fuing  Enemy  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ^dala  •,  hut  this  Bridge 
being  not  fpacious  enough  to  contain  fo  great  a  Number  as 
were  thronging  fo  get  over,  many  of  theFr?;?r^  were  drowned^' 
in  that  River,  before  the  Dragoons,  who  had  quitted  thcii 
Horfcs,  could  reach  the  Works  that  covered  tnat  Bridge  on. 
this  fide  of  the  ^dda^  in  order  to  ftop,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
Purfuit  of  .the  Imperial  Troops.  The  Pvight  Wing  of  the 
Fref7ch  having  another  and  much  deeper  Cand  in  Front,  it 
was  impofllble  foi'  the  Imperialiils  to  come  to  handy-blows  with 
them,  and  the  Vicinity  of  their  Works  at  the  Head  of  the 
Bridge  of  C^JT^no  not  permitting  Prince  Engem  to  pitch  his 
Tents  within  the  reach  of  the  Enemies  Cannon,  he  march'd 
back  to  Trcviflio ,  where  he  proclaim'd  his  Vidory  by  fuch 
publick  Rcjoycings  as  are  ufual  upon  fuchlike  Occafions. 

But  if.  the  Imperialifts  had  reafon  to  rejoyce  at  a  Vidory 

which  proved   fo  advantageous  in  the  Event  to  their  Affairs 

in  !taly^  the  French  Court  were  never  more  forward  than  now 

to  challenge  the  Honour  of  the  Day,  to  extol  the  Condud  of 

the  Duke  of  Vendofme  ,   and  magnifie  the  lofs  of  the  Enemy 

upon  this  occafion.     I  remember  very  well,   that  moll  of  the 

iPoreigners  then  refiding  at  P^m,    who  had  a  more  impartial 

Account  of  Matters,    than.v/hat  the   Court   thought  fit  to 

:)ublifh,  were  fulHciently  convinced,  that  fuicc  it  was  undeni- 

ible,  that  the  Left  Wing  of  the  French  had  been  forced  twice 

Tom  fo  advantageous  a  Pofl:,  and  chafed  over  the  Adda^   they 

lad  no  other  reafon  to  rejoyce  upon  this  Occafion,  than  their 

laving  efcaped  a  total  Rout.     NotwithRanding  this,  fcarce  any 

:hing  clfe  was  talk'd  of  at  Court  for   fome  time,    but  the 

:hafing  of  the  Imperialiits  over  the  Oglio^  and  thence  into  the 

rrent'pi.     If  that  Maxim  holds  true,  that  the  Event  of  a  Battle 

s  molt  properly  judged  by  its  Confequences,    we  had  all  the 

eafon  to  be  furprized,  when  not  long  after,  when  v;c  expected 

very  day  to  hear  the  Effects  of  thefe  great  Defign?,  we  under- 

\  F  ?  '  ftood. 
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f!oo<^j  that  not  ori'ly  Prince  Fu^cne  rciv.amQd  undiHurbed  at 
hisCamp  of  Trevlgllo^  but  that  the  French  and  Spanifh  Army 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  maintain  the  Paflages  of  the  Adda^ 
without  a  Reinforcement  of  feveral  thoufand  Men  fcnt  them 
from  the  Camp  of  the  Duke  de  la  Feuihade^  who  had-  in  the 
mean  time  been  cmploy'd  in  the  Siege  of  Chivas.  By  m-aking 
due  Refiectifcns  upon  thefe  Matters,  which  could  not  be  con- 
ceal'd  by  the  Court,  we  were  fully  convinced  of  what  we  had 
received  Intelligence  before  fi-om  our  Correfpondcnts  in  thofe 
Parts,  that  infuead  of  loor  iiooo  Men,  which  the  Fehch  gzvQ 
out  had  been  flaiaand  wounded  on  the.iid'e  of  the  Imperialifts, 
their  lofs  did  not  amount  to  2500  befides  the  wounded,  whereas 
the  Fre??ch  had  above  double  that  Number  (lain  upon  the  Spot, 
many  drown'd  in  the  Add^^  and'  of  wounded'  Men  in  propor- 
tion to  their  ilain. 

Jt  muff  be  remembred  to  the  eternal  Honour  of  Prince 
Eugene  o^  Savoy ^  whofe  Genius  feems  to  be  framed  for  difficult 
^nd  great  Enterprizes ,  that  with  an  inferior  Force  he  not 
Qnly'pafied  the  Adige  and  Ogllo-^  and  penetrated  to  the  Addn^ 
in  light  of  his  Enemies ,  but  alfo  by  this  glorious  and  moft 
feafonable  Battle,  broke  all  the  French  Meafures  on  that  fide 
at  one  Blow,  v/hicb  adually.  prevented  the  Siege- of  Tw'in^  and 
confecuentiy  theintendedReduftion  of  theDuke  oiSavoy^  which 
'by  ^'modcA  Computation  had  v:ithin  two  Years  cofb  the  Frencij 
.kb'Qye.  6'opao'  M^n,  and  many  Millions  of  Money:  For  if  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  Ckivas  being  the  only  Place  now  left  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Duke  ot  Savoy^  after  the  taking  of  Ferue  by 
the  French^  which,  could  flop  their  march  to  Tvrin^  the  faid 
Duk?,  the  better  to  cover  his  Capital  City  and  Refidence,  had 
left  nothing  unattcmpted  to  prepare  for  its  Defence,  by  forti- 
fying not  only  the  Place  it  Tel f,  but  alfb  the  Hills,  CafTmes, 
and  other  Avenues  leading  unto  it,,  wherein  he  had  polled 
inoft  of  his  Foot,  to  difpute  every  Inch  of  Ground  with  the 
Snemy,  in  hopes  that  in  the  mean  v^'hile  Prince  £?/^f;^e' would 
penetrate  into  the  MUamz^e ^  and  thereby  oblige  theDuke 
de  la  Fcuillade  to  quit  Piemvm.  The  French  Court  were  nol 
ignorant  what  Difficulties  they  were  likely  to  encounter  with 
ia  the  taking  of  that  Place  •,  but  as  the  fo  much  dcfired  Re- 
dudion  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  fcem'd  to  appear  now  to  depenc 
on  the  Sisge  of  Turin,  which  could  not  be  undertaken  before 
they,  wert  Mafters  oi  Chiva^  ^  it  was  refolved  to  bef^ege  anc 
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attack  it  with  all  imaginable  Vigour  ^  But  met  with  a.  moft 
brave  OppoiTtion,  becaufe  the  Duke  of  Saz'oy  having  the  Ad- 
vantage of  a  Bridge  of  Communication  with  the  Place,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  he  had  at  F'erue^  he  continually  rupj)iy'd  the 
Garrifon  with  frefh  IVTen,  and  all  other  NecefTaries  for  a  long 
Defence.  The  Frei^ch  endeavoured  to  interrupt  this  Commu- 
nication, by  making  a  vigorous  Attack  upon  the  Works  that 
covcr'd  it,  but  being  repuls'd,  and  dreading  the  Fate  of  ^ 
tedious  and  bloody  a  Siege,  (the  EffefiS  whereof  they  had  felt 
to  their  Cofc  at  rente')  it  was  refolved  in  a  Council  of  War  to 
attempt  the  dillodging  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  from  his- Gamp. 
Accordingly  a  final]  Body  under  Monfieuri/e  la  Paras  being 
left  before  Chivas^  the  Duke  de  la.  FeullUde  with  the  whole 
Arm.y,  advanced  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy\  Camp,  who  feeing 
himfelfkover-match'd  in  Numbers,  retreated  in  time  over  the 
Stura.^  though  not  without  fufrering  fom.e  lofs  in  his  Rear  \  By 
his  Retreat  towards  Turw^  the  Garrifon  of  Chivas  being  left  de- 
Hitute  of  all  hopes  of  Relief,  he  ordet'd  thein  to  quit  thePlace,  Aug.  2 
which  they  did  accordingly^ 

After  the  Reduction 'of  ^^^/V^-f,  you  might  have  heard  them 
talk  fcarce  of  any  thing  elfe  at  "Court,  but  the  Siege  of  Twi??-^ 
iiotwithilanding  the  two  ftrong  Detachments  fent  from  t*hat 
Army,  firfl  during  the  Siege  of  Chivas  under,  the  Duke  of  refi- 
dofme^  and  another  after  its  Surrender  lince  the  Battle  of 
Ciijfano  into  t\\tAiiUnei.e.  As  thQ  French  as  U'ell  as  Others  who 
had  any  real  Infight  into  the  iVIattcr ,  were  fenfible  that 
the  fame  coi>ld  not  be  fo  much  as  fuppofcd  ,  much  lefs  be 
undertaken,  without  very  confiderable  Supplies  of  Men  from 
other  Parts  ^  fo  they  did  not  negle>5^  to  improve  this  Interv-l 
of  time,  (whilft  fome  of  their  belt  Regiments  were  orderM 
and  actually -on  their  march-  from  the  Vppcr  ^Rhiae  for  Itnly^  to 
endeavour  either  to  frighten  or  to  cajole  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
into  a.Compliance  with  their  Demands^  but  finding  his  Coa- 
ftancy  and  Prudence  to  remain  unihaken  in  fpite  of  all  their 
Threats  and.Promifes-,  they  had  recourfe  to  other  Artifices,  viz. 
to.publifii  to  the  World,  that  there  being  an  underhand  Treaty 
on  foot  betwixt  them  and  the  Court  of  Savey^  their  King  had 
thought  fit  to  alloc  a  certain  Time  for  that  Prince  to  conllder 
his  true  IntercH,  and  to  embrace  his  Majefly's  Offers.  The 
better  to  make  this  pafs  for  a  Truth  among  the  refl  of  his 
Allies,  (in  hopes  thereby  to  Ilackcn  their  Preparations  for  his 

effe^flual; 


cfkcftuai  Relief )  and  infinuatc  to  the  World,  as  if  that  Prince 
had  made  feme  fteps  towards  an  Accommodation  with  Franc^Cy 
the  Duke  de  la,  FcuUUde^  who  was  then  advanced  as  far  as  the 
L^  f^'enetie^  a  molt  fiimpcuous  Palace  of  the  Dake  of  Savofs^ 
at  no  great  diftaace  from  Turin ^ '  kept  a  moll  ftrift  Difcipline 
among  his  Soldiers,  not  fuffcring  the  lead  Damage  to  be  done 
cither  to  theGardens  or  the  Strutflnre  it  felf.  'But  whilil  they 
were  amufing  the  World  with  thefe  pretended  Projecls,  Prince 
Eugene  of  Savcj  having  received  fome  Recruits  from  the 
Trenr'w^  did  fo  harrafs  by  his  frequent  Marches  and  Counter- 
marches the  Army  under  theDuke  of  Fc/jdof?:-!?^  near  the  Add^x^ 
that  he  fearing  to  be  furprizcd  by  that  Great  Warrior,  whom 
he  durft  not  Encounter  a  fecond  time  Vy-ithout  a  confiderable 
Supei'iority  of  his  Forces,  folicited  for  fome  further  Pvein- 
forcements ,  which  being  at  that  prefTing  Conjundure  not  to 
be  had  any  where  elfe  but  from  Piedmont^  the  Army  under  the 
Duke  de  U  Feuillade  was  thereby  reduced  to  fo  fmall  a  Number, 
as  bore  but  a  Uender  Proportion  to  fo  great  an  Enterprize  as 
the  Siege  of  Tur'w.  Notwithilanding  all  this,  when  it  was 
leaft  expeded,  the  Difcourfe  of  the  Siege  of  Turin  was  reviv'd 
5t  Court,  and  in  efied  the  Duke  ^e  U  Feuillade  made  not  only 
great  Preparations,  but  alfo  raifed  fome  Batteries  againft  fome 
advanced  Works  ^  but  before  the  great  Artillery  arrived  from 
•Ct/^/,  the  French  Court  perceiving  the  Duke  to  pcrfevere  in 
his  former  Reiblution,  notwithltanding  all  their  Menaces, 
Orders  were  fent  to  defift  from  that  Enterprize.  Prince 
Eugene  having  thus  effected  his  main  Defign  of  diverting  the 
Enemy  from  the  Siege  of  Twn;?,  and  finding  it  impofiible  to 
fubfift  with  his  Army  during  the  Winter  betwixt  the  Oolio 
and  the  jidda^  repafs'd  the  lirll  of  thefe  Rivers,  and  canton'd 
his  Troops  in  the  Brefcian^  under  the  Venetiaa  Territories. 

It  will  perhaps  feem  fomewhat  furprizing  to  thofe  that  are 
not  well  acquainted  with  the  French  Stratagems,  what  could 
move  that  Court  to  impofe  upon  the  World  an  imaginary 
Vidory,  and  the  intended  Projecl  of  the  Siege  of  Turin^  when 
a  little  time  muft  of  neceffity  unfold  the  Vanity  of  thefe  De- 
figns :  But  it  ought  to  be  taken  notice  of  upon  this  Occafion, 
that  if  ever  that  Court  had  reafon  to  conceal  their  Lofs,  and 
magnifie  their  Strength,  it  was  certainly  at  this  Conjundure, 
when  the  Embarkment  of  CharUsWl.  King  of  S^iain  at  Lisbon 
aboard  the  Confederate  Fleet,    leaving  no  further  room  for 

them 
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them  tCi  doubt,  but  that  thh  Expedition  being  Intended  againfi; 
feme  part  or  other  of  the  Spanifh  CoaH,  and  themfelves  jioc 
in  -a  Condition  to  fend  them  any  feafonable  Relief,  they  mull 
look  upon  this  as  the  beft  Expedient,  to  raife  the  drooping 
Spirits  of  thofe  that  were  in  their  Intereft  in  thofc  parts,  and 
'to  overawe  the  reft  of  the  Spajiiards  from  fiding  with  the  New 
King.  Foryoumuft  know  that  the  French  relying  upon  their 
Interefb  they  at  leaft  fuppofed  they  had  among  fome  of  the- 
Court  ofPortiij^al,  and  the  Divifions  raifed  and  fomented  among 
the  Generals,  flattered  themfelves  with  certain  hopes,  that 
nothing  of  Moment  would  be  undertaken  on  thefe  Frontiers 
this  Campaign  t,  but  finding,  contrary  to  their  Expectation , 
the  Fortvgucfe  to  penetrate  into  the  Province  of  Ale^/tcjo^  and 
after  the  taking  of  feveral  confiderable  Places,  to  threaten  Ba- 
dajos  with  a  Siege  ^  and  at  the  fame  time  the  new  King 
Charles  III.  embarking  aboard  tbe  Combined  Englilh  and  Dutch 
Ships  with  loooo  chofen  Land-men,  the  French  Court  were 
under  no  fmall  Dillradion,  which  v/ay  to  turn  thofe  fmall  Re- 
mainders of  their  Forces  in  Spair?^  the  Spanifh  Infantry  being 
totally  ruin'd  during  the  Siege  of  Gibraltar.  Nothing  could  at 
this  Juncture  have  ftood  them  in  greater  ftead  than  a  good 
Fleet,  the  Equipment  whereof  being  earneftly  urged  by  the- 
Spanifh  Court  for  the  Defence  of  their  Coafl,  great  Prepara- 
tions were  made  accordingly  at  Thoulof7^  Brest^  and  in  fome 
other  Harbours  of  France^  for  the  putting  to  Sea  fo  formidable 
a  Fleet ,  as  might  be  in  a  Condition  to  difpute  the  prefent 
Dominion  of  the  Mediterranean  Vvith  the  Confederated  Fleet; 
But  their  coming  fo  early  with  the  Grand  Fleet  to  the  River 
of  Lisbon  (whillt  another  Squadron  kept  block'd  up  the  French 
Ships  in  the  Harbour  of  BreH-^)  they  were  forced  po  lay  afide 
all  Thoughts  of  facing  the  Confederates  in  the  Mediterranean 
this  Year  •,  and  what  was  much  worfe,  law  themfelves  under  a 
Neceffity  of  cxpeding  withPatience,v/hich  way  the  approaching 
Storm  (which  they  were  notable  to  divert)  would  fall.  This 
proved  to  be  on  the  Coafl  of  Cataloma^  where  the  City  of  yich^ . 
with  fome  other  Places,  declar'd  for  lUng  Charles  III.  and  the 
Confederate  Fleet  looking  upon  this  as  a  Signal  given  them  by 
Providence,  whither  to  fleer  their  Courfc,  they  accordingly 
landed  about  icooo  well  difciplin'd  EtjgUjh  and  Dutch  Land-  //wg.  23. 
Forces,  withtn'  three  Miles  of  Barcelona  (the  Capital  City  of 
Catalonia')  near  the  River  B^-^Jfcz.  running  on  the  Eafl  lide  of  it, 
without  the   leaft  Oppofition ,    in  order  to  reduce  that  City. 

But 
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'Bill  cor.lidevliig  tV;^  E^iteiit  of  the  Place,  and  ks  Fo  r  tinea  tic  nf. 
cpiinftrr.^;of  TO  Baftinns,    h.ciides  many  old  Tovycrs^,  ai^d  that 
thofe  tltat  had",  decUr'd  for -the  Houfe  of  v^;//r«^  w.Qr,e  as  yet 
not  near  fo  numerous  as  wasexpeded,  the  carrying  on  of  that 
^  Sicg,e  rcmain'd  in  iijfpcnce  for  Ibmc  days,  ifbeing  propofcd  I.y 
fonie  to.rnove  to  fome' other  Place  of  lefs  Strength   gpofi  the 
Sen  CoHfF,  •  wliilft  the  Fle(^t  fhould  follow  that  vYay1)y  Sea  to 
feco ad  "their" Endeavours.     But,  the  prince  of  Hejfe -Darmflad^ 
\Vho  v,'js  perfeftly  well  ac<iuaihted  with  the  Inciinatiohs  and" 
Genius  of  that  Nation,  ^vhich  always  proceeds  with  the  utmoll: 
Caution  and  Security,    being  fenfible  that  the  whole  Succefs 
of  this   Enterprise  depended   on  the   Succefs  and  Reputatioii 
of  their  Arms,    by  the-  taking  of  Barcelo?7a^  urged  that  Sieg^ 
with  great' Vehemency.    To  facilitate  the  finie,  ^ie/pfcpofcd 
the  Surprizing   of  the  Fort   or  Citadel  of  Montjuich ,    which 
being  feated  on  an'Eminency  on  theWeft  fide  of  the  City, 
commands  the  greateft  part  of  it ;  befides  that  on  that  lide  the 
Ditch  was  not  very  deep,  and  the  cover'd  way  not  quite  per- 
fefted.     This  Dcfign,  though  it  feem'd  fubject.to  no  fmall  DiiH- 
culties,  not  only  by  reafon  of  its  Fortifications  aiKrSituatlon, 
bufalfoby  its  diftailce  from  the  Confederate  Camp,    and  the 
almoft  inrpalTable  Ways  they  were  to  furmount,    before  they 
could  come  at  it ;    yet  the  Generals,  relying  chiefly  upon  the 
Condu(ff,  Bravery ,    and  Knowledge   of  the  Prince  of  Hcjfe^ 
I  GOO  chofen  Men  were  ap'pcjinted  for  that  purpofe,    headed 
14.    by   the  faid   Prince    himfelf,    1000    more  being    to  fupport 
them.     They  began  thcrr  March  in  the  Night,  in  hopes  to 
farpriie  the  Outworks  before  day-break  ;    but  notwithftand- 
ing  the    Badnefs    of  the   Ways  had    much   retarded    their 
March,  and  that  they  met  after  day-break  with  a  Body  of  the 
Enemy,  who  gave  the  Alarum  to  thofe  in  the  Fort,   they  at- 
tack'd  the  Outworks  with  Sword  in  Hand,    pafs'd  the  cover'd 
Way  and  the  Ditch,   and  gain'd  one  of  the  Bulworks  of  the 
'new  Fortificatit)ns  that  furrounded  the  Body  of  the  old  Caflle. 
Here  it  was  that  the  brave  Prince  of //ej^,  whilft  he  was  p'jfh- 
ing  forward  through  the  midll:  of  the  Enemies  Fire,  to  pofiefs 
himfelf  of  fom.e  Works ,   by  which  they  might  receive  further 
Supplies  from  the  City,   was  mortally  wounded  in  the  Thigh 
by  a  Mufquet-Ball,-  whrch  having  cut  afunder  a'u  Aftery,  .an(l 
confequently  caufed   a  great  Effuiion  of  Blood,    he  perfilted 
ncverthelefs  in   leading  on  and  animatijig  his  Soldiers,    till 
about   50  Faces  from  the  place  where  iTe  was  firit  wounded, 

he 
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he  dropM  down  dead,  and  fell  like  a  Hero  in  the  midfl.  of  his 
Enemies. 

It  is  eafie  to  be  conceived,  that  the  Fall  of  fo  j^reat  a  Man, 
who  had  acquired  fo  great  a  Reputation  among  the  E,'^!ijh  a,\d 
Vutchj  as  well  as  among  the  Catalans^  muft  needs  ftrike'a  great 
Terror  among  them,  fo  they  began  now  to  give  wjv.  and  to 
abandon  the  Pods  they  had  gain'd  but  jufl  before,  till  the  Earl 
of  Peterborough  (  Vv  ho  commanded  the  Fnglijh  in  Chief)  being 
inform'd  of  this  Difafter,  haft'ned  thither,  and  by  hisPrefence 
animating  the  Souldiers,  they  renew'd  the  Attack,  and  having 
made  thcmfelves  Mailers  of  all  the  Out-works,  forced  the  Ene- 
my to  retreat  into  the  Donjecn^  or  innermofl  old  Caflle;  fbme 
Cafiilians^  Er?gl/jlj  and  Dutch  having  taken  Pofl  on  the  Ditch, 
endeavoured  to  poffefs  themfclves  of  the  Gate,  but  about  the 
fame  time  300  French  Souldiers  being  fcnt  from  Bxrcclona  to 
fuccor  thofe  in  the  Caftle,  they  were  furroundcd  and  taken  Pri; 
foners,  and  carryM  into  Barcelona.  The  communication  be- 
twixt that  City  and  the  Caltle  being  now  quite  cut  off,  the  Con- 
federates began  to  Batter  the  laft,  but  without  any  confiderable 
Succefs,  by  reafon  of  thethicknefs  and  Strength  of  the  Walls : 
Hereupon  it  being  rcfolved  to  ply  them  with  all  imaginable 
Fury  with  Bombs,  this  fucceeded  fo  well  upon  a  Place  of  no 
great  Circumferance,that  a  Bomb  happening  to  fall  upon  one  of 
their  Magazines  of  Powder,  and  thereby  the  Governour,.  a  Na- 
tive of  iV^f/ejbeingblow'd  up  with  feveral  others,  befides  part 
of  the  Wall  and  the  Gate,  the  Garrifon  (feeing  the  Befieged 
ready  to  enter  the  Breach)  to  the  number  of  300  furrendred  Pri- 
foners  of  War. 

This  done,  the  Attack  was  chiefly  carry'd  on  againfl:  the  bo-  sept.  17 
dy  of  the  Place,  from  the  beforemention'd  Fort,  and  the  Place 
begun  to  be  Battered  with  great  Succefs  froni  52'Picces  of  great  j-ept.  22. 
Cannon,  befides  thefe  made  ufe  of   from  feveral  Ships  againfl 
the  Harbour  ^  but  notwithHanding  all  thefe  efForts,the  Garrifon 
confiding  of  above  half  the  number  of  the  Befiegers, they  defended 
themfelves  mofl:  valiantly  for  near  3  Weeks^after,  till  a  large 
Breach  being  madc,and  the  Vicc-roy  Don  Francifco  de  Felafco  not 
darij]g  to  (land  the  brunt  of  an  Ailault,  he  thought  fit  to  Ca-  ^''^'"'*  ^^' 
pitulate  upon  ho.nourablc  Terms :  but  a  Body  of  "the  revoked 
Catalans  eager  of  Revenge  and  Plunder,  and  encouraged  by  a  Re- 
volt in  the  Place  againft  the  Vice-roy,  prefling  in  the  Breach, 
had    qucRionlefs   pnt    him,    and  all    Aich  as    had    flifiy    ad- 
her'd  to  his  Party,  to  the  Sword,  had*  they  not  been  prevented 
by  the  Generofity  c^  the  Earl  of  I'eterborcugU^  who  coming  to 
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ihcir  affiftancc  iercuedtheVice-roy,and  thsDukg  de  Popolia  Nea- 
politan, from  the  very  jaws  of  Death,  with  about  Soo  Sparu'jh 
Soldiers,  all  the  relief  the  Garrifon  being  ready  to  enter  into 
the  Service,  of  King  Charles  III.  By  the  Conqueft  of  this  impor- 
tant Place,  with  fo  inconfiderable  a  force,  in  proportion  to  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Enterprizc,  the  Confederates  gain'd  a  great 
Reputation  and  additional  Strength,  the  CataUf!s^  who  for  the 
moll  part  had  hitherto  lived  in  expectation  of  the  iHue  of  this 
Siege,  began  now  to  appear  in  great  Kumbers  in  the  Confede- 
rate Camp,  the  Cities  of  Clronne^  Tertofa^  Terr  agon  a  ^  Loriday 
and  in  fhort  2i\\Ccitdomci^  except  Rofes^  not  only  declared  for 
King  C/;^r/fj  III.  but  thofe  alfo  of /"•^^^/f/zf/^  and  ^rr^^^;?,  lliewing 
the  fame  Inclinations,  they  poflefs'd  themfclves  of  feveral  Pafr 
fes  leading  into  thofe  2  Kingdoms,  and  in  the  fird,  made  theni- 
felves  Mafters  of  the  Port  of  Benia.  'Tis  certain  that 
fhould  the  Confederate  Forces  pufh  on  their  Conqueft  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Fdentia^  efpecially  along  that  Sea  Coaft, 
and  back  their  endeavours  by  a  powerful  Fleet,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  French  from  fending  any  confiderable  Reinforce- 
ments into  the  Heart  of  Spaiu^  the  jS^^tives  of  that  Kingdom, 
who  without  doubt,  are  grown  weary  of  the  French^  a  Nation 
fo  very  different  from  them,  not  only  in  Temper  and  Manners, 
but  alfo  in  the  Methods  and  Maxims  of  Government,  will 
follow  the  Footfteps  of  the  Catalans^  and  fliake  off  the  Yoak 
that  is  fo  burthenfome  to  them  at  prefent. 

It  was  the  wonder  of  all  the  World,  how  the  French  Court 
fhoiSwld  be  fo  far  miftaken  in  their  Mcaflares,  as  to  leave  the 
Coafts  of  S/)>z/.>?  unguarded,  when  they  had  fufficient  Notice  of 
the  vaft  Naval  Preparations  of  the  Confederates,  and  their  Em- 
barkment  of  loooo  Land  Forces,  efpecially  after  they  had  no- 
thing to  hope  from  their  Fleet,  and  the  Pericnal  Appearance  of 
King  C/j^>-/fjIIU  in  that  5;ntcrprize,  put  it  beyond  all  difpute, 
that  it  was  intended  againft  that  Coaft  :,  hut  to  tell  you  the 
Truth,  the  Sfaniards  being  a  Politick  Generation  who  have 
often  before  over-reach'd  the  French  in  their  Politicks,  play'd 
alfo  a  Meg^me  all  this  time,  by  acting  the  Hypocrites,  and 
giving  conftant  aHlirance  of  their  Fidelity  to  the  SpaniJ!}  Court. 
This  bait  fo  far  took  \yhh  the  Bcnch^th-at  looking  upon  the  Re- 
volt of  the  Catalans  oi  ^Ich  as  a  defign  only,  of  a  tumultary 
Mob,  they  thought  they  had  fafficiently  provided  againft  them 
by  the  ftrong  Garrifon  and  a  good  Body  of  Horfe  put  into  Bar- 
celona^  flattering  themfelves  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Confe- 
derates would  fcarce  venture  their  Fleet  and  Land  Forces,  as 
far  as  to  the  Ceaft  of  Catalonia^  or  if  they  did,  their  Troops 
^^:. :-,.^r^.'-^^_  ._>  would 
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would  hi  fo  weakncd  aiid  f^tigu'd  by  fo  long  a  V'oyage,a5  not  to  be 
able  to  make  any  confiderable  Progreis  on  that  itdc,  whilft  ih 
the  mean  time  theyhop'd  to  effect  the  intended  tedu(^ion  oi 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.    'Tis  true  the  fuccefs  cf  that  Defiga  is  of 
the  u;;raoft  Confequence  to  F>ance,  v;hich  like  y^chU'es's  Heel,. 
is  yulnerable  only  on  that  lide,  C  whereas  its  whole  Body  feems  to 
be  proof  agai aft  all  Attempts  of  this  Nature,)  and  confeq'iently 
moft  exposed  to  an  Invafion,  fhould  the  impcruiUfrs  prevail  in 
Italy '^  no  wonder  therefore  if  they  left  no  Stone  unturn'd  to 
provide  againfl  it,  but  I  leave  you   to  guefs  what  a  Mortifica. 
tipn  it  piufl  needs  be  to  thatCourt,  to  fee  therafelves  at  once 
di.fappointed  in' //^v,  and  in  danger  of  having  the  Monarchy  of- 
Spain  fnatch'd  out  -of  their  Hands.    'Tis  in  order  to  prevent  this 
danger,  that  they  do  leave  nothing  unattempted  at  this  time 
to  fend  fome  Detatchments  from  all  Parts,  towards  RohfUiarty  in 
hopes  to  find  out  a  way  to  break  into  Catalonia^  and  thereby 
to   flop   the  Progrefs    of  King  Charles  III.  in  raleniiauiArra, 
gon,  whilft  another  Army  is  to  overawe  the  Spaniards^  to  prevent,' 
their  iiding  with  the  Enemy..    The  better  to  fupportthis  Defign, 
and  to  keep  their  Troops  as  near  at  hand  as  could  be,  to  fe- 
cond  one  another,  as  occafion  fhould  require,  it  was  concerted 
at  the  fame  time  to  ad  with  the  utmoll  Vigour  in  Jtaly^  and 
for  the  refl  to  fland  upon  the  defenfive  in  Germayiy  and  the  Ne- 
therlands,  where  they  judged  it  fufficient,  if  they  could  come  off 
without  any  confiderable  Lofs,  provided  they  may    fave  Spahj 
from  adefedion,  and  compafs  the  fo  muchdefired  Reduction  o^ 
the  Duke  of  54i/fly. 

If  one  may  be  allow'dto  make  fome  Conjectures  upon  future 
Events,  from  what  is  pafs'd  ;  'tis  highly  probable,  that  conH- 
dering  what  Preparations  the  Allies  are  making  to  fccond  their' 
SuccelTes  in' thofe  Parts,  where  Providence  has  fhew'd  them  the, 
nearefl  way  to  put  an  ci)d  to  this  War  •,  it  feems  moft  probable,* 
that  notwithftanding  all  tlie  Efforts  frame  is  able  to  make, 
they  will  fcarce  be  in  a  condition  toflem  the  Torreatof  a  general 
defe&ion  in  Spain^  as  foon  as  the  Allies  fliall  appear  formidable 
enough  in  the  Field  to  fupporf  the  Spaniards  in  it,  and  that  confe- 
quehtly  they  will  not  be  able  to  prevent  a  great  and  general 
Revolution,  which  mufl  needs  turn  the  Ballance  altogether  on 
the  fide  of  ;the  Confederates.  'Ti^  jrue^^i^  /ra/^  their  Affairs 
feem  to  be  fix'd  upon  a  much  firmer  Balls,  ttiey  having  ,n»  lu- 
tcftine  Enemy  to  contend  with,  but  as  the  Confederates  ^avle 
taken  effeftual  Meafures  to  fend  a  trti^i  Reinforcement  of  iccoo 
Men  to  Prince  Eugene^  and  that  fevtral  Imperial  Regiments 
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are  ready  to  March  that  way,  out  of  Bavaria  (  the  Infiirrc- 
<ftion  there  being  look'd  upon  as  good  as  fupprefs'd)  they  will 
be  glad  to  be  able  to  hinder  that  General  from  penetrating  in- 
to the  MiUncT^ey  without  concerning  therafelves  much  about 
the  Siege  of  Ti<n».  When  1  duly  refleft  upon  the  Meafures  ta- 
ken lately  in  Germany  and  the  Netherlands^  I  am  apt  to  believe 
the  French  will  be  highly  plcas'd,  if  they  can  (lop  the  further 
Progrcfs  of  the  Allies  into  their  Dominions,  which,  cofidcring  all 
circumftances,  they  will  fcarce  be  in  a  condition  to  eflfed,  it  being 
next  to  an  impoJibitity,  they  fhould  appear  with  an  equal  Force 
againfl  them  on  that  lide,  whilft,  if  they  hope  for  any  Succefs 
in  Italy^  and  S^aln^  they  mull  appear  in  the  Field  with  a  force 
fuperior  to  the  Enemy.  As  the  Reduftion  of  Sfain^  by  the  Coo- 
federates  nsay  be  look'd  upon  as  the  main  Stop  towards  a  fpecdj 
Peace,  fo  the  finiihing  Piece  might  be  brought  about  by  the 
compodtion  of  the  Troubles  in  Hungary.  But  if  it  be  confider- 
ed  how  much  it  is  for  the  intereft  of  France^  to  keep  up  this  la- 
furredion  by  flatering  Ra^ouh  with  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Prin- 
cipality of  Traftflvania^  and  engaging  the  reft  of  the  MeUcQit" 
tenth  leaders  by  vafl  Sums  of  Money,  and  promifes  of  other  ad- 
vantages, as  alfo  how  far  fome  of  the  Imperial  Court,  that  arc 
to  get  into  Poflelfion  of  the  Forfeited  Eftatesare  likely  to  oppofe 
this  Compofition,  the  Prefent  Treaty  of  TirnaHy  will  queftionleft 
meet  with  no  fmall  difficulties, 

However,  I  judge  thus  much  may  be  reafonably  concluded,  that 
fmce  by  the  late  over-throw  of  the  Malecantents  in  Tranftlvania^ 
the  Pretenfions  of  Prince  RagotsU  to  that  Principality  arc  va- 
nilh'd  into  Smoak,  the  other  Heads  will  now  or  never  confider 
their  own  Intereft,  and  that  of  their  Native  Country,  by  ac- 
cepting the  advantageous  Terms  offered  them  by  the  prefent  Em- 
peror.    Ire^y 

$ir,  7ours^  &c. 
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Advert  iff  ment. 

Second  Treatlfe  on  this  Subject ,   will  be  Publifhcd  in  a 
few  Days. 


